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Examen Theologle nove & maxime Celeberrimt Domini Poireti, 
cjufque Magiltre Mad. de Bourignon, per precipuos fidei €hri- 
tane Articulos, a Fo. Wolfgango Fagero, Cancellario Tubin. 
: genft SF Prepofito Feclef. in Collegio Prrvatu Inftitutam, adjeZa 
. Epiftola ad 1a. Poiretum refponforia, D Fudicium de Refuta- 
tione Foban. Lockit, quam idem Dn. Poiret meditatus eft. i.e. 
An Examination of the new Theologie, and efpecially of that 
of the famous M. Pozret, and his Mifirefs, Madam de Bourig. 
nom, in the principal Articles of the Chriltian Religion ; per- 
formed in private Colleges by M. Fager, Chancellour of Tz- 
bingen, €Zc. To which is added, a Letter, being an anfwer to 
M. Poiret, and a Judgment on Mr. Povrer’s Refutation of the 
Principles of Mr. Lock. At Franckfort and Lerpfich. 1708. 
in 8vo. py 506. 


R. Poiret’s Do&trine having made fome Progrefs in Ger- 
many, the Proteftants, both Lutherans and Calvinifts, 
thought it their Duty to oppofe iz, which has occafioned many 
Books to be publifhed, and this under contideration is one in 
, 1 Occe:.2 whicle 
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which almoft all his Do&trine is examined, as ’tis found in his 
Works, efpecially in his Oecomomie Divine, which comains a]. 
mott his whole. Syftem. We cannot relate here all the Articles 
Ms. Jager examines, but fhall point at fome of the chief of 
them. 


He takes in. Ms. Poiret, his Followers, and feveral otheis, 
under the general Name of Pierifts; But fubdivides them into 
feveral Claffes. The firft is of thofe, who fecing wiih grief 
the corrupt Manners of the Chriftians of this Age, ende:vour to 
make Piety flourifh again, which feems entirely extiizuifhed, 

-Qvr Author looks upon the late Mr. Spener asthe chict ot this 
Se&t:. He commends his Zeal, and pardons him for the Opinion 
he had, that there fhould be very gocd Times at the end «tf the 
World, tho’ he wifh’d that Mr. ane had Kept this Thought 
to hitnfelf, and abftained from publiffiing ir. 


The 2d Clafs is of thofe who feem to teftify much Loveand 
Affe€tion for Piety, and teach at the fame time feveral dangerous 
Errors. Our Author thinks they ought to be tolerated fo iong 
as they raifeno Troubles. We cannot tell who is the chief of 
this Set. They are People that love to conceal thenfelves, 
but our Author thinks their Number is very great, and psihaps 
sreater than we think for. 


The 3d Clafs is of thofe, who, under Pretext of great Piety, 
raife Troubles in the Chureh, teach-new Do&trines,which over- 
turn the Foundations of Chriftianity, and endeavour to over- 
throw the Cuftoms eftablifhed by the Apoffles, and that have 
been conftantly obferved fince, in the Chriftian Church. 


The Chief of this. fort in Germany, according to M. Fager, 
is Godefroy Arnold, and in Holland Mr. Poiret; to whom ours 
Author gives the Epithet of very Learned, but {ays he is too 
“much inclined to the Opinions of Madam Boxurignon,and abounds 
too much in his own fenfe. In his Oeconomie Divine, fays Mr. 
Fager, we find a furprizing mixture of very good and of very 
il! Things. Sometimes in Points of Morality,nothing can bé faid 
bet:er, and dometimes in Matrers of Opinion,. there can beno- 
thing more monftrous or wicked; yet thefe:good and bad Things 
age ind with 1o much Eloquence and Art, that’tis many times 
very uatd to uiftinguiffthem- Our Author. charges Mr. Poiret 

with 





wish maintaining that one may be faved in all Religions, and 
that there aré forne illuminated Saints and Adeprr, or perfc& 
Men, among Turks, Jews and Pagans, as well as among Chri- 
ftians. He puts in the fame Clafs with Mr. Pozret, Weigelius, 
Schweackfeld, Matthew Veier, and their Followers, and all the 
Quakers in Exgland, with Rob. Burclay, their principal Teacher. 
The moft. weighty, or at leaft the moft dangerous Accufation is, 
that thofe againft whom our Author difputes, publifh Opinions 
contrary to the Interefts of the Civil Magiftrate. They teach 
with the Millenaries, that when Jcfus Chrift {hall come to reign 
upon the Earth, ait Humane Authority fhall be deftroy’é wich 
the Wicked. So that if thefe Millenaries had power, they 
would, in all probab.lity, endeavour to abolifh ali Humane Au- 
thority, to advance the Kinedom of Chrift; yer he dogs Juttice 
to Mr. Porret, ad beites és that he is pericétly averfe to any 
thing of Cruelty, Sedition and Trouble, tho’ he thinks his Do- 
&trine naturally tends ev it. 


After having thus explain’d in general who the Adverfiries are 
that our Author purpoles i» debate with, he tells us his Defign 
is to fhew that they all firske at the principal Articles of the 
Chrittian Religion, and that all thole presended immediate Infpi- 
rations are meer Delufions ; from whence, fays he,it will appear 
what we ought to think of their Chriftianity and Piety. 


One of Mr. Poiret*s chief Opinions that offends our Author, 
is his way of explaining the incitible Myttery of the Holy Tri- 
nity. Th: Father, faysthis Lé:rned Man, has neither Light nor 
Happinetsin himfelt, becaufe he is an empty Faculty; fotharto 
have Lightand Felicity, he was oblig'd to produce in himfelf a 
Son to theend, that Light might be bred in his Inrelle&tual Fa-- 
culty. Ths he will have to be the meaning of what St. Fobn 
fays, That he Light fhined in Darknéfs ; i.e. the Son fhined 
in the DarkefS of the Contemplative Faculty of the Father: 
But I fhall bre exhibice Mr. Poiret’s owti Words, and doubt not 
the Reader will thank me fer copying them, tho’ fomewhat 
large, for nobody can explain his Opinion betrer than himfelf 
“ Thus then,terurping to God, his Divine Defire aipires infi- 
“ nitcly after n- infipice Knowledge add Light, and this infinite 
“ Delire raifetor excites in him the Divine Motions of . the act- 
“ing Faculty,vhich occafion in him easneft and reftlef§ Inqui- 
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“ siesafter Light, aad clofe, lively and fenfible Struggles, with 
“. an univerfal aud extream Effort in all his Faculties to obtain 
what they defire in fuch a prefling, lively, and ardent manner 
/ “ and they obtain it in effe€t by the Omnipotent and Infinite Li: 
“ berty. Then the Light is begotten in the Intelligent Faculty 
“ of the Almighty Father, who forms thus his fine and lumi- 
“ nons Reprefentation ; then the Light fhines in Darknefs, ( in 
“ the Faculties or a€ting Principles, which before were dark ) 
“ and the DarknefS comprehended it not, did not fwallow up 
“ and obfcure it, as St. Foba fays. Then all the Faculties of the 
“ Father, and whatfoever is 2€tive in him, ran to the Light as 
“ in a Crowd, to throw it felf into the Abyfs of this Glorious 
‘© Brightnefs of the Divinity, to dive into it, to be filled with 
“‘ it, there to inveft themfelves with it, and to be cloathed with 
“ its fhining Livery. Then Love is born, and the ‘Divine Sim- 
“ plicity re-uniting all this, his Liberty difpofes them in an inf- 
“ nite Number of Manners, which are the Delight of the Di- 
** vinity. 
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M. Fager contutes all thofe Sentiments of Mr. Poirer, and un- 
dertakes to fhew that the Idea this learned Man has formed to 
himfelf of the firft Perfon of the facred Trinity, is very injurious 
to him. Every one may eafily conceive the Reafons he alledges 
again{t this way of explaining the Trinity, fo that.there’s no ne- 
ceflity of my infifting upon ’cm. 


Our Author confutes alfo the Princples of a Book, entituled, 
Theologie pure & pacifice folida Fundamenta, five Thelogia Com. 
parativa, 1. &. The folid Foundations of pure and pacific: Divinity, 
or Comparative Divinity, What chietly offends Mr. Fger in this 
Book, is, thatthe Author fays that becaufe of the Usregenerate 
God introduced the grofS and corporeal manner of inftu€tingMen 
by the Writings of the Prophets and Apoftles,and evenby the Life 
of Fefus Chrift. He cannot endure that: People flould {peak 
thus of the holy Sctipture, which'is Spirit: and Lif,:and what 
God has given us to be the Seed of our Regeneratin. He fays 
that this Do€trin is fo far from being proper. to eablith Peace 
among Chriftians, that it declares War againft th Holy Ghoft, 
and is juft.as if one would. cure the Fever by the Hague... 
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Mr. Fager alfo fhews, that if we once contemn the holy Scri- 
ure, and have recourfe to immediate Infpirations, every -one 
will cry up his own particular Infpirations, and then we fhall 
have no common Principle to judge of Truth, and to diftinguifh 
it from Error. He quotes upon this Subje& what Bare/ay relates, 
and which is fingular enough,uzz. that in England, among the Se- 
@taries, a Father and his 2 Sons form’d a particular Scét,and their 
whole Church was compos’d of thofe three Perfons. Burt there 
arofe Difputes among them about Religion, and one would not 
ield to another. After many Debates the two Sons excommu- 
nicated their Father, and {hut him out of their Society. The 
two Brothers continued not long united,. They began alfo to: 
difpute, and the one excommunicated the other. Thus of one. 
Church, compofed but of three Perfons, there was form’d three,. 
in each of which there was only one Member. Mr. Fager fays 
that fuch things happen at this prefent in Germany. 


The Spirit of a Man, fays Mr. Bernard, is too fertile of ex. 
travagaat Imaginations to be able to preferve Union, if weihave 
not a. common Rule by which we may judge of Truth or 
Falfhood. The Church of Rome eftablifhed the Pope for a 
Judge of Controverfies, who being one fingle Man, is fubje&t to 
Error; and after his Death may have Succeffors who have not 
the fame Views. The Scripture, on the contrary; is an intalli- 
ble everlafting Rule, and always the fame. To she Law and to 
the Teftimony. This is the Royal Way, and the only one that 
does not deceive People.and make them go aftray. 


Our Author accufes Mr. Poiret for overturning the ordinary 
means of Converfion that God has given us, which is his Word ; 
becaufe he fays that Man ought to confult the Truth which 
fhines in the center of ‘his Soul ; and that he may be a true 
Chriftian, though he be ignorant of the Letter of the Gofpel 
Mr. Jager demands why Fefus Chrift did not give fuch a Pre- 
cept to his Apoftles. “Tis to no purpofe to confult the Truth 
which fhines in the center of the Soul, for we can never learn 
from thence the principal Doftrines of. the Chriftian Religion, 
which are Matters of Fa&, without the help of Revelation, 
fuch as the Death of Chrift, his Refurre€tion, and the Dottrine 
of the Refurre€tion of our Bodies, &¢. 


Mr. Fucae 
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Mr.Fager complains alfo of the obfcurity of the Language of 
thofe Myfticks, which he fays is darker than the Platonic Num. 
bers ; and thinks that we may truly fay of this Language whay 
the Myfticks fay falfely of the external Word of the holy S¢;i- 
pture, That “tis a dark Word, Charatters of Ink, an empty Cae, 
Void of Senfe, fwoln with the pomp of vain Phrases, like a Bottle — 
in which there 1s nothing but Wind. 


He alfo accufes Mr. Poiret of believing that all things are 
not the Objeé& of the Knowledge and Providence of God. This 
is not, as fome Hereticks beliew’d, that God could not know all 
things if he would; buc if he will not, he cannot know them, 
becaufe God is of himielf indiffvent, and not oblig’d to think 
of other things than himfelf. There is nothing, fays Mr. Poi- 
vet, neither within nor without God, which confirains him to 
have in his Conception, and in his Underftanding, fo many Par- 
ticularities, and even Fooleries and foreign Obliquities. Mr. Fa- 
ger confutes this Opinion, by fhewing; thar *tis contrary to the 
Scripture, to the Sentiments of all Divines, both Catholick 


and Proteftant, and alfo to the Opinion of the Pagan Phi- 
lofophers. 


Another Opinion of Mr. Poiret, which our Author confutes, 
is, That the Son of God was Incarnate from the beginning of 
the World. *Tis ‘true that almoft ail Orthodox Divines have 
taught that *cwas the Son of God whoappear’d to the Patriarchs 
under a human Shape, by which he gave them fome Preludiums 
of his Incarnation. But they all likewife taught, that he al- 
fum'd this ' humane Body only for a time, and thar it was quite 
different from that which he. receiv’d from the Virgin Mary. 
But this is not Mr. Posrer’s Opinion, as appears by thefe Words 
of his Book of Divine Occonomie,lib. 4. cap. 2. quoted by our 
Author. “ To efte&.this, fays be, his divine Majefty would co- 
* ver his glorious Body with our mortal Flefh, which he was 
* willing to take in the Womb of a Virgin. Rzafon wouid fall 

fhort here,and could not fail of taifing Difficultiés,and.firft upon 
this, that according to our opinion, Fef/us Chrif? having had 
@ glorious Body which he deriv’d from Adam, and which was 
.1own up to the ftature of a perfe&t Man, “twas imp-thole 
** tor him to be confined in the Virgin’s Womb, without =. 
; j 
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« ing and annihilating himfelf. dly, That fince he muft have 
“ a Body of the Subftance of the holy Virgin, ’twas impoflible 
“ that his glorious Body could be there, becaufe being a Body 
“ it could not be in the fame place with another Matter, fince 
*¢ there is no penetration of Bodies. It fuffices to anfwer the 
“ difficulties of Reafon to tell him, That ir was very eafie fos 
“ God to reduce his Body when he pleafed to the fame fize and 
* {mallnefS of Stature that he had at his Birth from Adam, 
“ without deftroying the Body, or diffolving the Union of the 
“ Soul, fince *tis certain that both fubfift in the form of a Ferus, 
“ {mall enough to be confin’d in the Wombof a Woman. Tis 
« remarkable, that the Scripture, {peaking of the Incarnation of 
 sefus Chrift in this World, fays, That he evacuated, made 
“ himfelf void, Céxévecz,) or little and fmall for that end, or to 
“ take upon him the form of a Servant, whereas he was before 
“© in the form of God, In that State, to anfwer the 2d Difh- 
* culty alledg’d, it was very eafie for God to tranfport his Body 
“ from Heaven to Earth into the Womb of the Virgin, and into 
© the portion of the Subftance with which he was to be cloath’d 
* in order to compofe with her only one Body. 


Mr. Fuger obferves, that this Opinion, as to the fecond Part 
of it, does not much differ from that of fome Anabaptifts, who 
taught that Fefus Chrift did not receive his Body from Mary, but 
that it came down from Heaven, and pafs’d through the Body 
of Mary as through a Pipe. He asks Mr. Poiret, where he lear. 
ned that Fe/us Chrift was incarnate before, in the terreftrial Para- 
dife > Whether it be from God himfelf in this Intelle& purely 
Paffive, in that ftate of Quictude or Reit that he boafts fo much 
of > Or if it be from immediate Revelation by the direction of 
Madam de Bourignon, who pointed out this Truth to him? Ifthat 
be the cafe, adds he, Mr. Porret had at leaft an a€tive Intelle& 
when he look’d upon and follow’d that Torch wich tiac fcarned 
Woman lighted for him. He anfwers- afterwards to the Argu- 
ments that his Adverfary brought to maintain his Opinion, and 
tis eafie to fhow, that according to the Scripture the Son of 
God, was properly fpeaking, Incarnate but once, when he took 
our Nature in the Womb of the Virgin. He owns that ‘twas 
the Son of God who appear’d under a human Shape in the Old 
Teftament ; but maintains that *tis quite another thing to take a 
Body only for a time, and to unite himfelf perfonally to the hu- 
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man Nature. In the firft cafe, this was only a Body that had 
{ome fort of union for a little time with the eternal Perfon of 
the Son. Inthe fecond place, *tisa Body and’a human Soul fy 
united to the divine Perfon, that they make together but one and 


the fame Perfon. * 


Mr.Fager proves alfo againft the Myfticks, and all thofe who 
will not admit the Word Perfon, that the Holy Ghoft is a true 
divine Perfon, and that we do well to. ufe this Word Perfon, to 
explain our Thoughts, and difcover the Errors. of Hereticks. We 
readily agree with Mr. Jager, that the Article of the Holy Tri, 
nity isan Article effential to Religion, without which the whole 
Struéture of our Salvation is entirely fhaken. But perhaps fome 
morofe Philofophers will not. agree to the Solidity of what he 
adds, Our Heart has three Corners, therefore the Trinity can only 
fill it. Tres babet Angulos cor gai Sola ergo Trinitas illud 
implere poteft. This Age is too Intelligent to be fatisfy’d with 
fuch Reafons.. 


He forgets not to criticife upon the Idea of the firft Man, 
that Mr. Porret gives us after Madam de Bourignon He repre- 
fents him as more Incorruptible than a Diamond, ftronger and 
quicker than Fire, clearer than the Sun; but to explain all this 
without Hyperbole or Figure, ‘he fays.in his Oeconomie Divine, 
lib, 1. cap,.22. with which Madam Bowrignon’s Life agrees : 
“* There was in this. Body no Corruption, no Filthinefs, no Or- 
‘* dures of Excrements, as we know ic fhall be. in glorified Bo. 
“ dies. All that could be found in the Entrails or Veffels of this 
‘“ admirable Body was nothing but Purity and Pleafure.. There 
“are fome Animals ftill,. whofe Excrements are the de- 
‘© light of the Tafte and Smell.of Mankind.. The chief of the 
“ Works of God’s Hands-ought not to be.in this inferiour to 
“ the Beatts. He was Beautiful, full of Light, Clear. beyond 
* all that can be thought on. He had in himfelf the inexhau- 
“« {tible Principle. of a Fecundity altogether Pure;and that ic 
“© himfelf alone. 


Madam Bowrignon explains more particularly the manner how 
this Fecundity was put in Operation; and to.semove from Man 
in his firft Eftate all unfeemlinefs, fhe thinks the firft Man hada 
Nofe where the Parts. which now ferve for Propagation are, and 
that. 
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that it was by a kind of Breathing, which had nothinc gros 
nor fenfual, that he conceiv’d his Like. She fays fhe faw in the 
tranfparent Body of Advm two Veffels, one tull of Eggs, and the 
other of a Liquor capable to make them Fruitful. So thar as 
often as Man fhould be warmed by the Love of God, with a ¢2. 
fign to beget other Creatures to help him to love, praiiz, and 
adore his Majefty, this Liquor being fublimated by the Fire of 
divine Love, {pread itfelf on one or more of thofe Eggs, with 
a Sentiment of unexpreflible Pleafure. From thote Fegs thus 
warmed, and iffuing by that kind of Nofé which fene forth very 
pleafant Odours, an entire. Man was produced ina very litle 


time. 


Our Author makes ufe of fevearal Arguments to confute this 
Idea of the firft Man. One of the ftrongeft is this, that it does 
not agree with what Mofes fays of him, that Adem was put into 
the Garden of Eden, not only to drefs it, but alfo to eat the 
Fruit thereof. Thefe Fruits, fays he, which ought to ferve tor 
Adam’s Nourifhinent, had no proportion with that pretended 
Body of the firft Man, fince they were neither bright, tranfpa- 
rent, nor of the Nature of Fire. 


Mr. Jager afterwards confutes the Idea that Mr. Poirer gives 
us of the Soul, which, according to this Learned Man, as our 
Author reports it, is a Portion of the Divine Natureand Effénce 
produc’d by God, not that it fhould do any thing in it felf by 
its Reafon and Aétivity, or that it fhould form in its felf a pro- 
per Light, a proper Image, a Knowledge fubfifting in its felf 
by it felt, and becaufe of its felf, or. an Inclination to Tranqui- 
lity and Self-love in the Contemplation of it felf, bur that ic 
may be a Veffel of Grace, of the Light, and Love, which come 
from God, which are God himfelf, which freturn to God, and 
terminate ii him. In a word, that it may bea living Temple 
of the moft Holy Trinity. Our Author explains more ar large 
the Thoughts of his Adverfary on the Soul, and confutes them 


diftin€@tly one after another. 


He cannot endure efpecially that Mr. Posret {hould dare to 
advance without any Proof from Scripture, that Adm had of- 
ten finned before God gave him a Wife, and that God gave her 


to him only as g Remedy and Help againft a greater Fall. 
Ddddz He 
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He is alfo furpriz’d that his Adverfary durft advance that the 
Scripture faid that God form’d Eve of Adam’s Rib only to ex. 
prefs it in an handfom manner, that God took from Adam, who 
in the beginning had two Sexes, that which conftituted the Sex 
of the Woman. Thefe are, fays Mr. ‘fager, fine Dreams which 
proceed not from Heavenly Infpiration,but are forged by an Ur- 
regenerate Imagination. 


Mr. Poiret denies the Imputation of the firft Sin ; and Mr. 
Fager defendsit with all his might. He very much approves the 
Reafon aqledged by Petrus Mufeus, to fhow that this firft Sin 
might be imputed; that God forefaw from all Eternity, that if 
all Men had been placed in Paradice, as our firft Parents were, 
and if they had been expofed to the fame Temptation, they 
would all have eaten of the Fruit of the forbidden Tree, as 
Adam did. But our Author alledges more folid Foundations 


taken from the Scripture to maintain the Imputation of the firft 
Sin. 


He eftablifhes after this the Eternity of Punifhments againtt 
his Adverfary, who pretended that this wasan Opinion invented 
by the School-men ; and the Truth of the Sufferings of Jefius 
Chrift in the Place of Sinners, for whom he truly and really {a- 
tisfy'd Divine Juftice. 


He alledges divers Paflages of the Fathers, who have efta- 
blifhed the Truth of the Satisfation, and teach that Jefus Chrift 
really endured the Punifhment due-to Sin. 


In the 31ft Controverfie Mr. Fager examines if there be a Pu- 
tification of the Soul after Death. ’Tis true, that Mr. Poiret 
does not make a Purgatory altogether like that of the Papifts, 
becaufe they fay feveral Things, as to the Place of this Purga- 
tory, as to the material-Fire that burns there continually, and as 
co the Remedies againft this Fire, which appear to him either 
ridiculous or uncertain, fince none but thofe who are in that Pur- 
garory can know what it is. But he believes: with St. There/c 
“Cauler, and Madam Bourignon, that Souls which have not at- 
ttained a perfe€&t Holinefs in this: Life; muft be purified after 


Death. What confrm’d Mr, Poiret. in this Opigion, was that 


Madam 
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Madam Bowrignon confefled, that God had affur’d her in a Dif- 
courfe fhe had with him, That there was fuch a Purgatory; but 
fince that learned Man had reafon to believe that every body 
would not receive her Teftimony, he alledges feveral Keafons for 
his own Opinion, which Mr. Fager contutes. 


II. After all thofe Difputes, we find a Letrer from Mr. Fuger 
to Mr. Poiret, which ferves for an Anfwer to what the lacter put 
in the Preface of the new Edition of his Treatife De Eruditione 
Solida, and where at the fame time he defends Arzdiuvs and Luc 
Ofiander. Mr. Fager tells Mr. Poiret in this Letter, That if he has 
attack’d his Divine Oeconomie, twas becaufe Mr. Poirct took the 
fame liberty againft Defcartes, P. Malebranche, the Retormed, 
the Lutherans, and divers others, Befides, he was fo trequent- 
ly asked: what he thought of Mr. Porrez’s Opinions, that he 
thought he was oblig’d in duty to anfwer him, and fo much the 
more, that his Office oblig’d him particularly to defend the 
Truth and combat Error. 


Mr. Fager obferves in this Letter, that the Principle on which 
Mr. Poiret builds cannot be admitted, viz. immediate Infpira- 
tions of God’s Spirit; finee the Perfons this learned Man 
thought to have been infpired after this manner, for inftance, Fz. 
Bobmius, Weyerus, Antoinette Bourignon, and another young 
Woman, call’d Leadea, advane’d things fo different, that we 
might juftly fay there were as many Religions as there were 
Perfons that boafted of thofe immediate In{pirations. 


Ill. To conclude, we have in this Volume the impartial Judg- 
ment of Mr. Zager concerning the Difpute between Mr. Lock 
and Mr. Porret upon Reafon and Faith. Mr. Zager tells us freely 
what he difapproves in Mr. Lock, or rather in the Writing of 
one of his Followers, as well as in his Adverfary, but he agrees 
more frequently with the former than with the latter. In the 


firft place he puts the Thefes in Latin which make the Subject of 


the Difpute, and were firft printed in Eng/i/>, He next gives us 
an Abridgment of the Criticifms that Mr. Porrer, or one of his 
Principles, has made of ’em; and gives us his Judgment upon 
the Thefes, and the Confutation of ’em. 


Mr. Fager 
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Mr.Fager accufes Mr. Poirer of declaring himfelf an Enemy to 


-Reafon ; and at the fame time confutes Mr. Lock by Reafons not 


taken from the holy Scripture, but from that very corrupt hu- 
man Reafon which he endeavours fo much to run-down. He de. 
mands where Mr. Pozret has learned above 300 particular Opi- | 
nions which he has vented in his Drvine Oeconemie. He has ’em, 
fays he, either from immediate Revelation, from the holy Scri- 
pture, or from Reafon. He cannot boaft of the firft without fal- 
ling into Fanaticifm. He-cannot fay the fecond, becaufe there 
ir not the leaft hint of thofe particalar Opinions in the Scripture. 
So that nothing but the third remains, which brings Mr. Poirer 
into an evident Contradi€tion. 


Mr. Zager fhews alfo that Mr. Lock’s Adverfary has not well 
underftood his meaning, and quarrels with him without under- 
ftanding him. He fhews that the definition of Faith given by 
Mr. Lock, taking this Word in a general Senfe, is the fame in 
the main with that definition which all Proteftants give of it. 
and he fays on the other hand, that the definition of Faith given 


by Mr. Pozret is vain, tho’ taken from the pompous Words of the 
Myfticks. He blames Mr. Lock’s Difciple for endeavourlng to 
advance Reafon above Faith ; whereas in the ftate of Corruption 
_ in which we noware, Reafon is an Enemy to Faith. 
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Hiftoria Spinozi/mi Leenhofiiani publica in Belgio autoritate novif- 
Sime damnati, ex authenticis documentis colleta A Gotlob Fride- 
rico Fenicben, 1. e. The Hiftory of Leenhof’s Spinotiim, late 
ly condemned in the United Provinces of the Netherlands, by 
publick Authority. Extratted from Authentick Pieces. By 
Gotlob Frederie Jenichen. At Leipfick 1707. in 8vo. p. 234. 


| Ma nib van Leenbof, a Minifter of the Reformed Church. of 
Zwol, in the Province of Over-Iffe/, wrote a Book, intitl’d, 
Den Hemel op Aarder, &c. t. e. Heaven on Earth, or, A Defcri- 
ption of true Foy; which he got printed in 8vo at Amfterdam by 
Fames Langemberg, in 1703, fays M. Fenichen, tho’ it appears 
to have been printed in 1704. 


This Work is divided into Eleven Chapters. Firft he explains 
in what fenfe the Word Heaven is taken in Scripture, and the 
Paffages that fpeak of Heaven and of Paradife. He treats after- 
wards of the Narure, Excellency, Caufes, and Effetts of true 
Joy ; as well as of the means to inlarge and increafe it, and alfo 
how to find it in the moft exquifite Pains, the greatett Extremi- 
ties, and the mott overwhelming Sorrows. He takes the part 
of Joy againft the defenders of Sorrow, by explaining certain 
Paflages of Scripture thar feem to favour it. And in the laft 
Chapter he excludes all fort of Fear fiom Love. The Subftance 
of M. van Leenhof’s Treatife, as our Hiftorian reprefents it, is 
as follows. He pretends that our Author has unhappily apply’d 
himfelf to broach Spinofifm under another Vizard, gives it nev 
Colours, and had formerly {pread the Seeds of this Doétrine, not 
only in his Sermons, but alfo in a Book printed in Svo in 16%2, 
intit?’'d, De Keten der Bibelfe Godgeleertheit, i.e, The Chain of 
the divine Dotirine of the Bible. 


M. Leenbof does not want for, Adverfaries, of whom our. Au- 
thor gives usa Lift. Among others; M. Vea den. Honert wrote 
five Letters at feveral times,’ all printed im8u2, at Amfterdam, by 
G, Borftius, in 1704. 
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Our Divine immediately defended himfelf by a Book printed 
in 8vo at Zwol and Amfterdam in 1704, intit?'d, Den Hemel op 
Aarden opgeheldert, €%c, i.e. Heaven on Earth clear’d from the 
Clouds that were formed by Prejudices, €%c. and to diflipate the 
new Obje€tions his Antagonifts had raifed by their Writings, he 
wrote a fecond Book, intitl'd, Brevis Refponjio, fea Corie Ant- 
word, €%c. i.e. A short Anfwer. It was printed in 8v0 at Z wo, 
by G. Tydeman in 1704, and reprinted foon after at Zwol and 
Amfterdam, with the Author’s Remarks on M. Van-den-bonert’s 
third Letter. But M. Leenbof did not {top his Adverfaries Mouths, 
who found in his Books fome Opinions quite oppofite to the 
Chriftian Religion. M. Fenichen reduces thefe Opinions to five 
principal Points, which are as follow. 





1. In all the things of the World, the Connexion of Canfés 
is eternal and neceffary. 


2. All that’s done, is done according to certain Rules, and 
comes from fecond Caufes. 


3. "Tis only in an improper Senfe that God is {poke of in Scti- 
pture as a King, a Lawgiver, a Matter, and a Judge; the Au- 
thor of the facred Scripture was willing in that to accommodate 
himfelf to the Capacity of the People. 


4. The Scripture was writ by Men not of the wortt fort, 2) 
bominibus non improbis, not to be a divine Rule that all the World 
was obliged to follow blindfold ; but to fhew the way that leads 
to fovereign Felicity, Joy, and Tranquility, by the Bond of Ami- 
ty and Obedience. 


_5. Thofe who would be happy, fhould never be uneafic or 
difquieted upon the account of their A&tions, becaufe that would 
be to murmur againft the eternal Order of Nature, "Tis this Na- 


ture, faith M. Fenichen, that is the God of Van-Leenbof, if we 
may believe his Antagonifts. 


The Ecclefiaftical Powers of the United Provinces did all they 
could to ftifle fo pernicious. a Doftrine in the very birth. 


Our 
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‘Our Hiftorian, the better to inform the Reader of the Matter 
of Faét, explains the different forts of Ecctefiattical Affemblies 
of the Reformed in thofe Provinces, The Con/ijtory is com- 
pofed of Minifters and Elders of a particular Church. The 
Claffis is an Affembly of Deputies from feveral Confiftories ; 
and the Deputiesof all the Clafizs of a Province, make a Pro- 
vintial Synod, which is held every Year ; as the Deputies of fe- 
veral Provincial Synods compofe the National Synod, which 
does not meet often, and is appointed to decide Aihairs of the 
ereatelt Importance, which concern the whole Church. 


In a word, according to the Con!titution of the Government 
of the Reformed Church of the Nether/ands, which boatis, fays 
our Author, of keeping clofe tothe firft Form of the Chriftian 
Church from the Apoftles times.. Ecclefiaftical Caufes of Im- 
portance are farft fubje€ted to the Tryal of the Claffes, after- 
wards to the Judgment of Synods, and at lait, when ’tis necef- 
{ary, to the Authority of the Sovereign Magiftrate. 


‘According to this Order of Jurifdittion, the Claffes of the 
Church of North-Holland, examined the Writings of M. Van 
Leenbof, becaufe of the Commotions they had raifed ; and af- 
terwards charg’d the Deputies they fent tothe Synod of A= 
mar, which was held in Augu/t 1704. to take care to purge the 
Church of fogreat a Scandal. The Synod did not retufe to ex- 
amine the Books of M. Van Leeabof ; but finee they heard that 
the States of Over-I/Jel had taken the Cognifance of that Affair 
from the Ecclefiaftical Synod,to their own Tribunal , they judg’d 
it fit toact with Precautionand Moderation. Commiflaries were 
named, whofe Declarations were approved and confirmed by the 
Synod,with this Limitation, that the Deputies of the Clafles of 
Alcmar, Amfterdam,& Enchuyfen,fhould firft have Liberty to Com- 
municate to their Brethren theAéts ofthe Synod.They fent to the 
Synod of Over-I/fe/ the Refolutions bot of the Synod of Ac- 
mar, and of feveral other Synods that were of the fame Opi- 
nion. To which were added two Letters of Advice, one writ 
by the Deputies of the Synod of North-Holland, and the other by 
thofe of the Synod of South-Holland. M. Feaichen gives us 
that of North Holland, dated the 26th of September, 1704. 
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The Declarations of the Commiffaries confirmed by the Sy. 
nod’ contain eight Articles. They declare among other Things, 
tkat the Principles and Opinions of Spinofa, renewed in the 
Writings of M. Van Leenhof, and already condemn’d by the 
Claffes and Synod of South H-lland, deferv’d to be condemn’d 
publickly inthe prefent Synod; and that the Author of thofe 
Writings ought not to be'fuffered in the Church of God, un- 
lefS he made a publick and fufficignt Recantation of his Works, 


M. Van Leenbof had already figned by Order of the Con. 
fiftory of Zwo/ ten Satifsfactory Articles, which were printed in 
4° at Zwol by G. Tydeman, by which he not only made Profef: 
fion of the Faith that contain’d the Do&trines,which they charg’d 
him with not believing ; but alfo detefted the Opinions of Spinofz, 
which they charg’d him with believing. 


As to his own Works, he does not exprefly condemn them, 
Sut owns there are fome obfcure and improper Expreffions in’em, 
which have given juft Occafion of fufpe€ting him of Spinofifm, 
He expreffes much Sorrow for fo great a Caufe of Scandal,and 
adds, that if he had forefeen it, he would not have printed thofe 
Writings, but. rather have buried them in everlafting Obli- 


vion. 


The Synod of the Province of Over-Iffe/, held on the 16th 
of Fanuary. 1705. was contented with this Satisfa€tion from M. 
Yan Leenbof, changing only fome Words in the eighth Article, 
tho’ they own’d that this Author deferv’d a fharper Cenfure. 
But the Synod 6f North-Holland, which miftrufted the Sincerity. 
of Van Leenbof, infifted on having a. Formal Recantation of 
thofe Werks, which plainly appears by the Publick Proteftation 
of the Synod of the 3d of Auguft, 3706, that our Author 
gives us here in Latin. The Synod declar’d that. Ven Leenhof 
could not be own’d for an Orthodox Teacher, till he declar’d 
his Abhorrence of his Writings, recanted them in the Terms. 
ia which they were conceiv’d, till he be cenfur’d according to 
Merit, and have given fufficient Satisfaftion to the. Church of 


the Netherlands. . 
The. . 
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The Synod of South-Hol/and made alfo a Proteftation the 6th 
of Fuly, 1706. And the fame day the States of We/t-Frifeland 
forbad the Printing of M. Van Leenboff’s Books. Thofe two Ar- 
ticlesare both here in Latin. 


The Synod of Over-Ije?, held in May 1706. follicited to no 
purpofe the States of that Province, to confitcate all the Copies 
of Leenboff’s Books; And the fame States, the 8th of Fanuzry 
3907. made a Decree, by which they declared the Affair of 
Van Leenbof was fully determin’d, fince *twas finally decided in 


the Provincial Synod of Over-Ife/, to whom the Decifion of 


Right belong’d,and not to the Synodsof other Provinces; and in 
the laft place they declar’d that they had forborn hitherto to pro- 
hibite Van Leenbof’s Booksin their Province, for fear of creating 
in the People a greater defire of reading them, and left they 
fhould renew the Troubles on that Account, which begin to 
abate by degrees. This Decree is related here as it was repre- 
fented in the Affembly of the States General at the Haeue the 


rith of Fanuary 1707. 


Our Author tells us he took this Hiftory principally from Au- 
thentick Pieces, printed by Order of the Synod of North-Ho/- 
land, who were willing to teftifie publickly that they did not 
approve the A&ts of the Province of Over-Iffe/, and_to fhew to 
all the World, fays our Hiftorian, with how much Moderation, 
Mildnefs, Impartiality, Prudence and Juftice, the Synod ma- 
nag’d fo important and nice a Bufinefs. 


- The Account M.¥enichen gives us of the Condemnarion of M. 
Van Leenbof is the efte&t of a Journey to the Netherlands, where 
our Author colleéted fuch Pieces as were neceflary. 


He thought fit in his Relation, to go as far back as Spinofa, 
to {peak of his Life and Do€trine, and of what hag been writ to 


him; of which M. Fenieben gives usa Catalogue, as well asof 


the Works of this famous Arch Heretick. 
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in what our Hiftorian fays of Spinofa, he chiefly follows M. 
Bayle’s Di€tionary, and his Life writ by ‘foba Colerus. We 
fhall content our felvesto relate what M. Szoup, firft a Mini-. 
{ter in England, and afterwards a Licutenant-Colonel of a Swifs, 
Regiment in the Service of the King of France, which he com- 
manded in that Prince’s Name in Usrecht in 1673. informs us of 
Spinofa, with whom he had fome Conferences. 


The Words of M. Stroup, which M. Fenichen took from his 
Book, intitul’d, La Religion des Hollandots, printed at Utrecht 
in 1673. ateas follow. 


* T-could not, fays M. Stop, think T had given you a faithful. 
« Account of all the Religions of this Country, if I did not fay 
© fomething of an eminent and learned Man, who, asI am told, 
« has a great many Followers, perfe€tly wedded to his Senti- 
‘ments. He isa Jew born, called Spinofa, who has-neieher ab- 
‘jured the Religion of the Jews, nos imbrac’d that of the Chri- 
© {tians, fo that he is a very bad Jew, and no better a Chriftian. 
* He has lately publifhed a Book in Latin, intitul’d, Traatus 
‘ Theologico Politicus, wherein he feems to aim. at the Deftru- 
‘ &ion of all Religions, and particularly of the Jewifh and 
© Chriftian, and to introduce Atheifm, Libertinifm, and the Li- 
‘ berty of all Religions. He maintains that they were all in- 
‘ vented for the Publick Good, to the end, that all Snbjef&ts may 
‘ live honeftly,. obey their Magiftrates, and follow Vertue, not 
* for hopeof any Reward after Death, but for the Excellency of 
* Vertue in it felf, and for the Advantages which thofe that fol- 
* low-it. receive by. it.in this Life. 


He does not openly tell us in this Book what Opinion he has 
of the Divinity,tho’ he infinuates and difcovers it plainly enough. 
But in his-Converfation, he fays boldly. that God is not a Baing 
endow’d with Underftanding, infinitely perfe&t and happy as we. 
imagine, and is nothing elfe but. the Power of Nature fpread 
thro’ all. the Creatures. . 
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» Spinofa lives in this Country, he dwelt fome time at the yt 
Hague, whete he was vifited by all the Wits, and even by fuch f 
young Gentlewomen, who valued themfelves for having more ) 
Wit than the reft of their Sex. 


His Followers dare not make themfelves known, becaufe his 
3 Book abfolutely deftroys the Foundations of all Religions, af 
' was condemn’d by a publick Decree of the States, and the Sale 

of it forbid, notwithftanding which, ‘tis {till publickly fold. 
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Aatiguitates Sacra veterum Hebreorum breviter delineate ab Has 
driano Relando, i. e. The Sacred Antiquities of the ancient He- 
brews, briefly explain’d by Mr. Reland. At Utrecht 1708. in 


12°. p. 261, 


oes1S impoflible to underftand either the Old or New Tefta- 

T ment well without being inftruéted in the Jewifh Antiqui- 
ties. The Old Teftament relates them in feveral others, and fup- 
pofes them, or makes allufion to them in feveral places. As to 
the New Teftament, tho’ it was not given to teach us the Jewifh 
Ceremonies, but to inftru€t us in the Religion of Jefus Chrift, . 
yet there are a great many Pafiages in the Gofpel, in the 4és, 
in the Epift/es, and efpecially in that to the Hebrews, which °tis 
abfolutely impoflible to underftand, unlefs we know the Jewith 
Cuftoms. We may foon be convine’d of this if we compare the 
firft Commentary that falls iuio our Hands, either of the Fa- 
thers of the Church, of of thof Divines who would expiain 
the Scripture by fimple Syftematical Idea’s of Divinity or Mora- 
lity, with the Commentaries of {uch who on neceffary occafions 
have had recourfe to Jewifh Antiquities, and we {hall find, that 
the former are meer Children in comparifon of the latter ; that 
they made the holy Writers fay what they thought they 
fhould have faid, or that they judged of it according to the Ana- 
logy of Faith ; whereas the latter have ufually hir right, and 
explain’d the true meaning of the Author that they commented 
upon. 


"Tis true, that as we are apt to abufe every thing, we may ex- 
ceed in this refpect, as well as in others, ’tis not always fafe to 
truft the Rabbins, for moft of ’em are Lyars, who to honour 
their own Nation, do frequently advance very falfe things. Be- 
fides, there is a great number of ’em fond of the Cabala, which 
treats of nothing but Impertinencies, We may, ’tis true, have 
recourfe to their Writings, to learn their Cuftoms,; but the holy 
Scripture is the pureft Fountain ; and this is fo much the more 
certain, becaufe even when the Rabbins {peak Truth they may 
deceive us, becaufe the Cuftoms of the Jews have not been al- 
ways the fame, and they reprefent them to us as they ~_ in 
their 
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their own Times, or at leaft as they were at the end of their 
Commonwealth, and not as they were at firft. 


The neceflity of knowing the Jewifh Antiquities, in order to 
explain the Scripture, has made feveral learned Men, efpecially 
among Proteftants, ftudy them; and to appoint in fome of 
their Academies able Men to teach them to fuch as are defign’d 
for the Miniftry. 


Mr. Re/and is intrufted with this Charge at Usrechr, and 
"twas upon the account of his Scholars that he compos’d this 
Book of which we have given the Title. ’Tis clear and methodi- 
cal; but becaufe*tis only a Compend,which ferves him as a Texe 
to explain this matter throughly to his Scholars, he frequently 
contents himfelf only to point at things in it. In difficult places 
he relates the different Opinions of the Learned, and vufually de- 
termines nothing, but leaves the Readers at liberty tochafe what 
they think beft. We have alfo in feveral places fome things pro- 
ae for removing certain Difficulties, or to explain feveral 

-aflages of the holy Scriptures; and upon this Confideration he 
gives. us at the end, an Index of the Paffages that are illuftrated 
in 4 Work, of which we fhall give a few Inftances after- 
wards, 


The whole Book is.divided into four Parts. The firft treats 
of the Sacred Places, i. ¢. of the Holy Land, of the City of 
Ferufaiem, of the Tabernacle, of the Temple, and of the Sy- 
nagogues. In {peaking of the Taberhacle our Author forgets 
not the Ark of the Covenant, which was its richett Ornament. 
There is fome Difficulty as to what was conrain’din it, if we 
judge of it according to what is faid in the firft Book of the 

ings, Ch. viii. Ver. 9. viz. There was nothing in the Ark fave 
the two Tables of Stone, which Mofes put into it at Horeb. Thefe 
are the Hiftorian’s own Words ; but if on the contrary we keep 
to what S. Paw/ fays in the Epiftle to the Hebrews, Ch. ix. Ver.4: 
In the Ark there was the golden Pot that bad the Alonna, and 
Aaron’s Rod that budded, and the Tables of the Covenant. This 
Difficulry may be folv’d thus, That S. Pax/ fpeaks of what was 
in-the Ark during Mofes’s Life, and that afterwards the golaca 
Pot and Aaron’s Rod were taken out of it when the Ark chang d 
its place fo often inthe Land of Canaan, or when it was-pur ite 
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to Solomon’s Temple. Others think that S. Paw/ meant only, thae 
the Pot and Aavon’s Kod were near the Ark. In fhort, fome 
fzy that thofe two things were placed ina little Box faft- 
ned to the outfide of the Ark ; which they confirm from 1 Sam, 
6.15. There was a Coffer near the Atk, wherein were the Vef- 
fels of Gold, and by the Commandment of Mofes, the Levites 
were to take the Book of the Law, and put it into the fide of 
the Ark of the Covenant. Mr. Reland does not determine any 
thing on thefe Opinions. 


In the fame place he obferves, that it appears by ancient Me- 
dals, that the golden Pot which contain’d the Manna, had two 
Handles ; and becaufé the Greeks call thefe forts of Veflels %G-, 
which alfo fignifies an AfS, this gave occafion ro the Enemies of 
the Jews to fay, that they had confecrated in the moft holy Place, 
the Afs by which they preferv’d their Life in the Wildernefs, 

fis to Aaron’s. Rod, which was in the fame place, fome think 
’ that it always preferv’d its greennefs, and others think it loft it 
by degrees. : 


.. Speaking of the Temple of Ferz/alem,, Mr. Reland holds that 
there were never any but two, wz. that of Solomon, and that 
which the Jews built after their return from the Babylonifh Cap- 
tivity. Herod built not anew Temple, but enlarged and adorned 
that which was already built. Our Author in this-refpe& does 
fo little value the Authority of Fofepbus, who believed that 
Herod built‘a new Temple, that he does not once make mention 
of it.. ,Tis certain that this Hiftorian is not always to be trufted. 
As to this Article in particular. Ido not know, fays M. Berzard, 
how the Opinion that Herod built a new Temple can agree either 
with what was foretold, of the fecond Temple, that its Glory 
fhould furpafs.the firft ; or with fome places of the New Tefta- 
ment, which I need not quote. Mr. Re/and teje&ts intwo Words 
_all that the Jews have dream’d as to the Glory of their fecond _ 
Temple. 


He gives us an exaét Defcription of it,and thinks it had not the 
Court of the Heathens, 2. ¢. a Court into which they might enser. 
The Jews reckon only three, the Court of Women, the Court of 
the I/raelites, and the Court of the Prielts ; and “tis certain that 
the Heathen durft enter into nene of thofe three Courts, they 

were 
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were only allow’d to come into the outer Space, call’d, The 
Mountain of the Houfe , and if we fhould call this Mountain 
*where the Temple wa: ficuate?, the Court of the Heathen, then 
the Word Court becomes equivocal, and the difpute would be 
only about Words. Thete were 15 Steps in form of a Semi- 
circle to. g9 ap from the Court of Women to that of the I/rae- 
iites, and ‘tis to thofe 15 Steps that he refers the 15 Pfalirs, 
called the Pfalms of Degices, or Songs of Mabaletb, which ac- 
cording co the Hebiews ars the raoth and the 14 following. 


In the fecond Temple there was the fpace of a Cubit between 
the two Veils which fepira ed. the Holy Place from the Moft 
Holy. The Jews call ir “DPW, and think that this Word 
comes froin the Greek zdégals, which fignifies Confiufion, efpeci- 
ally whe: the Eye is confourded or troubled with Smoke or 
Duft. °Tis thought that Name was given to this Space, be- 
cafe thofe who built the fecond Temple, not knowing whe- 
ther this Space belong’d to the Holy Place orto the Moft Holy, 
we may fay the Eyes of their Underitanding were dazled. But 
there’s:no probability that the proud Jews would have given 
fuch a publick Teftimony of their Ignerance. Our Author thinks 
then that this Word is compofed of two Per/iun Words, one of 
which fignifies the Gate or Entrance, and the other Elected or 
Chofen, becaufe there was no Gate to this Choice Houfe, for 
that’s the Name the Jews give it, which was more Holy than 
that; and the Space we now fpeak of was marked and chofen 
by the Archite€ts of the fecond Temple, berween the two moft 
holy Places of that Houfe, fo that it belong’d neither to the 
one nor to the other. 


’ As to the Synagogues, of waich our Author {peaks in thelaft 
Chapter of his firft Book, we-do not know when the ufe of 
them begin. Some draw their origin from the firft Patiiarchs, 
who muft have had facred Plices tor their Affemblies.: Some 
find it in the 31ft of Dewr. Ver. 11, 12. Ochers obferve how 
many times the Jews fell into Idolatry under the Reigas of the 
Kings of Fudab ani Ifrae/, and how rare the Copies of the 
Law of Mofes were during all thac time, 2 Chrov.17. 6. and 
2 Kings 22,11. which could not have been had there becn Sy- 
nagogues in which this Law was reid ; iherefore they preteud 


that the Synagogues were not in ufé cil after the return from 
F fff the 
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the Babylonifh Captivity. Mr. Re/and determines nothing on 
this Head, but he thinks the laft Opinion moft probable. 


The fecond Part treats of the Sacred Perfons, viz. the High- 
Priefts, and their Succeffion ; of other Pricits, of their Office 
of the Levites, of their Affemblies, of the Kings, of the Pro- 
phets, of the Setts that arofe after the Prophets,and of the Na. 
zarites. Tis known they could have but one High Prieft: But 
when he could not facrifice on the folemn Day of Fxpiation 
they fub{tituced another in his room, who bore the Name of 
High Prie@, fo that there were two, the true one and the fubfti- 
tute. This Remark ferves to. explain the fecond Verfe of the 
third Chapter of St, Luke, where ‘tis faid, that Azzes and Ca- 
japbas were the High Priefts. Some explain it otherwife accord- 
ing to M. Bernard, and fay, that one of them was depoféd, bat 
being efteemed among the ‘Fews, he always kept the honourable 
Name of High Prieft. 


As to the other Priefts, they ferved by turns, and thofe who 
ferved were not fuffered to drink Wine bp Day or.by Night, 
There are.fome Fews who are fo exat&t obfervers of* this Law, 
that they fay, if any 7éw. know of what Sacerdotal, Fami- 
ly he is defcended, he drinks no Wine that Week which his 

amily is to ferve in the Temple, for fear that if God were 
pleafed to raftore the Temple, he fhould not'be ih, 4 Condition 
to perform his Service. | For the Leostes, thereis.a Difficulty as 
to the Age in which they were to begin the Exercif of their 
Office. For in the 4th Chapter of Numbers, ’tis faid they were 
to ferve trom 30 until 50 years old ; and in the 8th’ Chapter of 
the fame Book, ’tis ordgred rhage they begin at 25 years old.Some 
think the difference comes from this, that. they were.to be em- 
ploy’d 5 years in learning what belonged’to their, Proféffion: But . 
others think that the fecond paflage {peaks only of the ofdinary 
Service of the Mevites, which confifted in Singing and keeping 
Guard or Watching before the Tabernacle. They began thoft 
Fanékions at 25 years of Age.. Whereas the Firft paffige relates 
alfo to their beating of heavy ‘Burthens. To do. which they 
ought to be firong, and. cofiftquently to be: 30 ‘years of Age. 
But. when ’tis faid that the Levites fhoutd ‘ferve ho more atter - 
the Age of. 50, that maft be underftood only of ‘the Time du. - 
tine, which they weéfe to tranfport the Tabernacle from place to 
place, . 
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place. For afterwards, neither Age, nor jbodily Infirmities, ex- 
cept thofe which puta Lewite out of Condition to ferve, could 
difpenfe.with him from performing the Service. 


“There are fome who think, that not only Men, but Women 
alfo fung in the Temple, becaufe in the 7th of Nehemiah, v.67. 
there is mention made of Singing-women. But the Jews deny 
it, and fay, that this Name was only given to the Wives of the 


‘Singing-men. 


Speaking of Profelytes of Juftice, who became Fews by Cir- 
cumcifion, Baptifm and Sacrifice, our Author obferves that the 
Jews \ookt upomfuch a Profelyte as.an Infant mew Born, fo 
that their Parents, who continued Pagans, were no more ac- 
counted their Parents. This Remark. ferves to explain divers 
‘Paffages of Scripture, as Fobx 3. 10,1 Pet. 1. 23. 2 Cor. 5.16. 


When Mr. Re/and {peaks of the Power that Kings ought to 
‘have among the People of God, he refutes in a few words, 
tthofe who think that in 1 Sam. 8. 44. The Prophet defcribes 
‘what Kings had a Right to do, and not what they would do, 
when they abufed their Power and a€ted like Tyrants. He main. 
tains that this Opinion is quite oppofite to that which we read 
dn Deut. 17. where Mofes a€tually defcribes the Duties of a 
King : For if the Power of Kings were fucn as thofe men fup- 
pefe, Absb would have .had sight to.take away Naboths Vine- 
yard. ¥ . 


In the Chapter-where he-fpeaks of the Prophets, our Author 
informs us, that there are fome who do not belicve that Ma/a- 
chy was the laft of the: Prophets beforc the coming of the Me/- 
‘fias, as is commonly. talk’d by Chriftians and Jews. , Tis not 
“probable, fay they, thar. God depriv’d his People of Prophets 
for the fpace of 400 years, fince all this while they had made 
themfelyes culpable:of no particular Crime. They confirm their 
-opinion from Foba 11. 50. Luke 2, 26, 27.36. and by fomeo 
‘ther paffages, but they own there was no:Canonical Prophet af-- 
ter Malachy. | 


’ Tis asked if Prophets were anointed with Oil, as the Kings 
and Priefts. Some think - may be inferr’d from P/fal, 105. 1 5 
fff 2 an 
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and 1 Kings 19.16. Others think that ’tis not.neceffaty to un. 
derftand Prophets in the firft Paflage, by the Anointed there 
mention’d. They alfo think that we, muft explain the fecond 
Billige whereGod commands Evijab to anoint Eli/bah to be a Pro- 
phet, by what is faid 1 Kings 19.19. where we find that Evijab 
caft his Mantle upon E/i/ha, to inftal him in the Office of a Pro- 


phet. 





Tis fit to be obferv’d, that in the time of the Prophets, the 
Jews abandon’d themfelves to feveral forts of Idolatries, but no 
Sc& appear’d among them. On the contrary, at the time when 
they had no Prophets they ceas’d to be Idolaters, and divided 
themfelves into a great many Sects. The Speculative may make 
their Reflexions upon this, fays Mr. Bernard, but perhaps thefe 
are Events which have no other Connexion betwixt them than 
that of Time, without the one’s contributing any thing. to. the 
other. 


In explaining the feveral Se&ts which {prung up among, the 
Jews, our-Author does not forget the Difciplesof Baithos, who 
were called Baithofeans. -He maintains, that fome confound 
them wrongfully with the Effenes, being deceiv’d by a falfe Ety- 
mology, which they give to that Name. Yet we do not know 
wherein the Baithofeans differ’'d from. the Sadduces, their Lea- 
ders having ftuddied together. We only know that both of ’em 
deny’d the Refurre€tion, and fome think that the Sadducees were 
worfe than the Baithofeans. 7 


- Some: think that: St. Pax/:made the Vow: of the: Nuzarite, 
when he fhav’d- his Head at’ Cenchrea, Adds 18.8. but this Opi- 
“pion cannot hold; fays M. Bernard, tor.the Law:of the Naza- 
“viteés oblig’d- him’ who made. fuch a Vow, to Ahave himfelf at 
the Gate of: the Tabernacle; and when ‘the. Temple was buile, 
in the Chambers of the Nazarites, and to-throw their Hair into 
the Fire, or under the Pot in which: the Sacrifice was boil’d. 
The third part treats of facred Things, : viz. of Sacrifices, and 
the different forts of the Pafchal Lamb,of Oblations, of Tiches, 
ofthe Firlt-Fruits, and of Vows. . sain! 
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* As to Sacrifices, there is a great Difficulty, and it puzzle 
both Jews and Chriftians to find the difference betwixt Sacrifices 
for an Offence DWN, and Sacrifices for Sin NVM, or rather bes 
tween the Faults for which thofe different Sacrifices were off:1'd,- 
one of which was called an Offence, Deliflur,.and the other a 
Siz. Some think Sin to be that which one knows certainly he 
has committed, and.an Offence to be that which he doubts. O- 
thers think that De/iffam isa Fault which offends both Ged and 
Man, and Sin, Peccatum to be that when God only is offended. 
They obferve three forts of Offences, De/iflu. 1. To take fome- 
thing from one’s Neighbour. 2. To convert holy Things to our 
own ufe. To lie with a Female Slave betrothed to a Hebrew 
Slave. They make. two forts of the Sin under Confidcration, 
1. The Impurity contra&ted by the fudden Death of a Man by 
the fide of a Nazarite. And, 2. Leprofie, for which Sacrifice 
muft be offer'd. Bur all this Mr. Re/and thinks to be very Lutri- 


cate, and full of Difficulties. . 


He thinks this difficult Queftion may be fomewhat cleared, if 
what is faid in Scripture be compared with what we find in Fo- 
Sepbas and Philo. He makes this Comparifon, and coacludes 
from it, that the Offence, De/iam was a Sin committed with-.. 
out a Witnefs, of which one could not be conviéted, but that 
Sin was voluntarily confefled, or was a Fault of -which one was 


acculed and conviéted. 


Speaking of Vows, our Authorexamins the nature’ of that 
of Fepbrab, He thinks that this Judge of I/rae/ vow'd to 
God the firft thing that he met with, fo that this thing belong’d . 
to God, if ic was a Reafonable Creature ; and becam2.a Burnt- 
. Offering, if it was a Beatt fit to be facrificed.- *Tis not faid that 

rae facrificed his Daughter. If he had done it, the facred 
~ Hiftorian would not have fail’d to relate the Circumftances of 
fo extraordinary 4 thing in I/rze/, whereas he only fays Feptah 
perform’d his Vow, which is refer’d to the Confecration of his 
~ Daughrer’s Virginity, Fudges xi. 34, 37, 39. What app-arance 
" is.there that S. Paw/ would have commended the Picty of Feph 
sab, if he had committed fo cruel an Anftion as to facrifice: his 
~ Daughter? To this may be added, cht we cannot conceive 
where, when, and by whom this Maid fhou d bs ena 
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for what the Daughters of I/rae/ fhould undertake a Journey 
every Year to lament her. | 

4. The fourth Past treats of the Times appointed for -God’s 
Worfhip. . Our Author fpeaks here of the Year, of the Months, 
the Days, and Hours, and of the Feafts, viz. the Paffoever, 
Pentecoft, the Feaft of Tabernacles, the folemn Day of Expi- 
ation, the Feaft of the New Year, and New Moon, of the 
Sabbath, of the Sabbatical Years, of the Jubilees, of the Feaft 
called Purim, of that of the Dedication, and of Fafts. 


Our Author explains in a few Words the way how the Jews 
reckon their Days, Months, and Years; how they made the 
Lunar Year to agree wich the Solar, by means of the Intercala. 
tions; how thofe Calulations were anciently uncertain, and de- 
pended on things that were changeable. How, in fhort, after 
the abrogation of the Sarhedrim, the Rabbinifts that they might 
keep to fomething certain, admitted the Cycle of Hillet of 19 
Years; fo that now the Intercalation of the Year, the number 
of Days in each Month,. and the number of Months, depend no 


Moye upon uncertain Canfes,. as formerly. _ 


a Tis known thatthe Jews begin their Natural Day at Night, 
- becaufe it preceded the Day ; but perhaps every one has not ob- 


ferv’d, that when they fpeak of eating the Flefh of Sacrifices, they 
begin the Day in the Morning. The Thalmudifts found this Rule 
vpon what is faid in Leviticus 7.15. And the’ Wéfh'of the Sa- 


_ orifice of bis Peace-Offerings for Thank{giving, fhall be eat on the 


fame Day that it is pffered, and that nothing of it fhall be left 
until the Morning. 


~The artificial Day was divided either into four Parts, which 
may be,called long Hours; or into 12, which may: be talled 


~ fhort Hours, Our Saviour for Inftance, fays there are 12 Hours 


in the Day, ‘Fob2 11. 9. Some make ufe of this Diftin€&tion 
to reconcile St. Mark, who fays that our Saviour was crucify’d 
at the third Hour, with St. Fobx, who fays he was crucify’d at 
the fixth Hour, They fay St. Mar& fpeaks of the long Hours, 


of which there were but four in a Day , and’St. Foba {perks of 
_ fhort Hours, of which there were 12, Our” Authot pives us 


his Opinion as to the Day in which our Saviour Celebrated the 
| | ~* <Paffover 








Paffover immediately before his Paflion, and ‘we'may ‘find in ‘his 
Book how he refolves the Difficulties which attend the Solu- 


tion of this Knotty Queftion 


We have here alfo the Reafon whi God having eftablifhed 
the Fealt of Tabernacles, to celebrate the Rembrance of the 
Children of I/rae?’s having dwelt in Tents, yer he would-nor 
have this Fea{t celebrated, in the time that they begin to live af& 
ter this manner. 


Speaking of the Sabbath, our Author examins in a few words 
what we are to underftand by the fecond firft Sabbath; of which 
mention is made, Luke 6,1. ‘He adopts the Opinion of Mri 
Rhbenferd, who fays there,were two Sabbaths in the Year, called 
the firft, becaufe there were two forts of Years, the Sacted and 
Civil. The firftSabbath of the Month, Ti/-7 was called rhe 
firft firft Sabbath ; and the firft Sabbath of the Month N2/an, 
called the fecond firft Sabbath. 


As to the great Jubilee, Mr. Re/and keeps to the Common 
Opinion of the Jews, that the Sabbatical Yeat was not the agth 
as fome have pretended, but the goth. If it be demanded whae 
the Jews lived upon, if they continued two Years together with- 
out tilling the Ground or Reaping, *tis-anfwered that God, who 
could provide for them all the 7 Years, was no lef$ able to pro- 
vide for them for two Yearstogether. But, fays Mr. Bernard, 
if the Scripture did not fay pofitively that God biefied in an ex- 
traordinary manner the-feventh. Yeas, fo-that it brought forth as 
much as maintain’d the Inhabitants for three Years ; this Reft of 
the Earth every feventh Year might be explain’d in a very Na. 
tural Manner, as he thinks; for | propofe this only as a fimple 
Abftra&t Idea, without any Application. Some Lands are {0 fer. 
tile, that they bring forth every Year, without its being necef{}. 
ry to let them have any reft. But there are others that mult be 
fow’d only every two Years, if we would have them bring forth 
plentifully. Thofe who poffefs fuch Lands, divide them ufually 
Gato two parts, of which they tow one, and leave the other un- 
till’d ; fo that they reapevery Year, but they reap only the half 
of their Land, becaufé the other hair was not fown. Another 
Method might very well be followed, that comes to the fame 


thing which is to fow all tne Land one Year, and fow none th2 
next. 
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next.Suppofe every Year were alike fertile,there might be as much 
Corn this way as the other, and if this Method bei ot followed, 
tis becaufe People will not run the Risk to fow ali their Land 
in one Year, which perhaps may be very barren ; and to let it 
lie untill’d one Year, which might perhaps have becn very plen. 
tifull. If the Land of Canaan, which was more fertile than 
thofe I have jufi now mentioned, had need of lying unviii’4 once 
in feven Years, every private Perfon might hav- divided his 
Land into feven Portions, letting it reft fucceffively one whole 
Year, and fow it theother fix. Perhapsthe Jews woul have 
done fo, if God had not promis’ to make the lixth Yeor fruit. 
ful, fo that they fhould have wherewitha! to maintain them the 
two following Years. M. Bernard adds, that he will gor fay 
but there may be other Reafons for Peoples letting their Laud 
lie fallow, if it were no more but to have new Seed, which is 


ordinarily better, both for Ufe and fowing the Ground. 
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The Conqueft of Syria, Perfia and Egypt dy the Saracens: Con- 
taining the Lives of Abubeker, Omar and Othman, the im- 
mediate Succeffers of Mahomet. Giving an Account of their mo 
remarkable Battles, Sieges, &c. Particularly thofe of Aleppo, An- 
tioch, Damafcus, Alexandria aad Jerufalem. Wluftrating the 
Religin, Rites, Cuftoms and Manner of Living of that Warlike 
People, Collected from the moft Ancient Arabick Authors, efpe- 
cially Manuferipts ; not bitberto Publifi’d in any European Lan- 
guage. By Simon Ockley, M. A. Vicar of Swavefey in Cam- 
bridgefhire. London, Printed for R. Knaplock in Se Paul’s- 
Church-Yard, J. Sprint z» Little-Britain, R. Smith is Corn- 
hill, B, Lintott im Fleet-ftreet, amd J. Round is Exchange- 


Alley. 1708, 8s. Pag. 391. 


“WN a Preface to this Work, Mr. Ock/ey obferves, in order to 


vindicate his prefent Undertaking, that the Arabians, fince 
the Time of Mahomer, have render'd themfelves fo very confi- 
derable by their Arms and Learning, that the Underftanding 
of their Affairs feems no lefs, if not more neceflary than the 


being acquainted with the Hiftory of any People whatfoever, 
who have Flourifh’d tince the Declenfion of the Ruman Empire: 


Inas much as they have not only had as great Men, and per- 


form’d as confiderable Actions as any other Nation under Hea- 
ven; but alfo becaufe they were the firft Ruin of che E.ern- 


Church. 


And whereas the Greeks, who fuffered mof by this Peopic, 
might have been expected to have given us aa exact Account ox 
"em. and yet in Fa& are very lame and deficient in their Hiflo- 
ties of the Saracens:Our Author confidering this,aud having fit- 
ted himfelf for the Reading of their Authors by the Study of 
their Language, was mov'd to Communicate fome part of this 
hitherto unknown Hiftory to the World; being equally affected 
with Wonder and Concern, that, confidering the Multitude of 
Learned Men which the laft Age produc’d, it fhould have been 
fo long Neglected. 
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And becaufe a great many People have conceiv'd wrong No. 
tions of the Arabians, our Author thinks it not amifs, before 
he gives a particular Account of his prefent Undertaking, to 
{peak fomething concerning that People. And here he ober. 
ves, that before Mshomet’s Time they were Idolaters, a War. 
like People, feldom at Peace, either with one another, o: 
with their Neighbours ; and that after they were brought ove: 
to Mabomati(m for about 200 Years they minded little elfe but 
War; ’till abouc 4. C. 813, and of the Heg:rah 198, in the 
Reign of Almamoun. Learning began to be cultivated to a very 
great degree, c{pecially the Mathemacicks and Affromomys the 
Progrefs of which, our Author gives us a particular Account 
of: And thea proceeds to an Account of his Prefent Defiga. 


Here he tells us) That he had: begua his Hiffory with Mzdy. 
met’s Life, had it not been written already by Dr. Prideaux; 
but as the Firft Part of the Saracenie Hiltory 1s to be met with 
in the Doétor’s Book, for this Reafon our Author proceeds to 
write the Lives of Mzbomet’s Three immediate Succeflors ; and 
therein to fhew by what Steps, and from how fmall Beginnings 
o-3 once Contemptible People rofe to fuch a formidab/e Great- 
nefs. 


in order to profecute his Defign,. after he had made fuch a 
Draught out of Flmakin, Abulpbaragins and Eutychius, as the fcan- 
tinefs of his Materials wou’d afford; he had recourfe to the Bos- 
sian Library, and there (amongft Archbifhop Laua’s Manu- 
{cripts) met with the beft Copy of that Author, which he has 
endeavour’d (in this Hiftory) to make {peak Evglifh : The Aue 
thor’s Name. at length is, 444 Abdollab, Mohammed Ebx Omar 
Alwakidi, whofe Defign was not to write the Life of any parti- 
cular Caliph, butto give an Account of the Congueft of Syriz 
Our Author fays thus much for himfe)f, (ia this whole Perform- 
ance)That tho’ he has not tranfcrib’d his Author in every Parti- 
cular,yet he has done him no Injury:inany thing that he has re- 
lated ; and that he has not taken a Liberty of writivg carelefly 
in hopes of being fecure from Difcovery (the Language not 
being generally underftood) but that he has us’d the fame Dili- 
gence that he woud have done, were he fure that every one 
of his Readers wou'd inftantly have Collated his Book with the 
Manuicripts. 

Betwixt 
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Betwixt the Preface and the Body of the Book, we have a 
Table of the Months, both in the Fulsan Solar, and inthe Ara- 
bias Lunar Year, with the Days Colle&ed: And a Chronotogi- 
cal Table, wherein the Years of the Fulian Period, of Cariff, 
of the Hegirah or Flight of Aabomet, with the Days of the 
Month on which they begin in the Solar Year, of the Grecian 
Emperors, and of the Saracenical Caliphs are {pecify’d, when any 
thing Remarkable happen’d in the Affairs of the Saracens for 
the {pace of Thirty five Years after the commencement of the 
H girah, or Flight of Mahomet from Meccah to Medinah. 


? 
fn the Book it felf, our Author obferves, That Mahomet 
dy’d at Medinah, on Monday the Sixth of Fume, in the Second 
Year of the Hegirah, that is, A.D. 632. After whofe Death, the 
firft thing neceffary, was to pitch upon aSucceflor ; which oc- 
cafion'’d fome Struggles ’twixt the Inhabitants of Mzccab and 
Medinah: *Till at laft Abubcker carry'd the Point, and was in- 
Vefted inthe Government. ‘This Abubcker, our Author obfer- 
ves, was Mahomet’s Father-in-Law, and was very much Refpect- 
ed by him; fo that he gave him the Sir-Name of Affddick, 
Which fignifies in Arabick, one that is a Great Speaker of Truth: 
and he teil: us farther (irom an Arabick Manufcript of Arch- 
bifhop Lauc's, Num 806, 11.) that once as Mabomet faw sbube- 
ker coming, towards him, he faid tothofe that were about him, 
If any one takes delight in! ching for a Man that bas efcap'd from the 
Fire of Hell, let bim look upon Abubeker. God, whoe Nume be 
ble{s'd, bath given Man the chvice of this World, or has which w wiih 
him 3 ana this Servant bath chafen tha: ath: 7) is with Gy id, i hefe 
Marks of Efteem (continues our Autnor) muft needs procure 
Abubeker a great Refpect from thofe who look’d upon M.bomet 
asa Perfon Infpird, and the Anoftle of God, and did without 
queftion, facilitate his Promotion to the Dignity of Casipd. 


After this, our Author relates how Abubeker frppreQ'd the 
Arabian Rebells, by Caled Ebn Waled, and conquer’d and flew 
the famous Impoltor Mofeilam,who had emulated MaZoxzet in his 
Life time, and trumpd up a Book in [mitationof the Aloran: 
And after Affairs at Home were fet in pretty good Order, how, 
purfuant to the Tenor of his Religion, which is to make War 
upon his Neighbours for the Propogating of the Truth, and 
compel them cither to become Mademetans or Tributaries, he 
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fent Caled with fome Forces into Irak or Babylonia: Bot his 
greateft longing was (as our Author obferves) after Syria ; which 
being a delicate, pleafant, and fruitful Country, and near to 
Arabia, feem’d to lie very conveniently for him. 


In order to this Expedition, he fent this Circulatory Letter 
about his Country, to acquaint his People with his Deficns. 
« In the Name of the moft Merciful God. Abdollah Athick Ebn 
“© Kobapha, to the reft of the True Believers, Health and Hap- 
“ pinefs, and the Mercy and Bleffing of God be upon you | 
‘© Praife the moft High God; ahd I pray for his Prophet M:- 
“ homet. Thisis to acquaint you, that | intend to fend the 
“ True Believers into Syria, to take it out of the Hands of the 
* Infidels : And I would have you know, that the fighting for 
“ Religion jis an Act of Obedience to Ged. The Succefs of 
which Letter (our Author tells us) was, ‘That. it {peedily rais'd 
avery confiderable Army out of the Provinces of Aratiz, who 
march’d into Syria, engagd an Army fent againft ’em by the 
Emperor Heraclius, flew the Emperor’s General, with Twelve 
hundred of his Men, routing of the reft; with the Lofs of on- 
ly too and 20 Men on their own Side. The Spoils which 
this Army took quickly rais’d another Army ita Arabia, whe 
were fent into Syriz, and Caled was fent for out of ak to Com- 
mand em: Having perform’d great things, confidering the 
fhort Time he had been gone; taken Hirah and feveral other 
Places, fought feveral Battles, in which he never fail’d of Suc- 
cefs; and the like. 


After this, our Author is large in the Account of the Seige 
ot Boftra, a City of Syria Damafcana, by Caled and his Suracen 
Army, which was betray’d by the Governour Rorares. | can’t 
be particular in this Branch of this Hiftery,but can’r omit part 
of the Conclufion ; where our Author tejls us, That after the 
Lofs of Bofirz, fome of the Inhabitants asking Ca/ed who it was 

my Fe : T c . *15° 
that betray the City ? He made no An{wer, being unwilling 


to expofe the Perfon that had done him fuch fignal Service: 


But that Remanus the Traytor, with moft uparalleli’d Impu- 
dence, ftarted up himfelf, and‘ faid; ‘ © you Enemies of God 
“ and Enemies of his Apoftle; I did it, defiring to pleafe Ged. 
To whomthey anfwer’d, Arenot you oneof us? * No (faid 
““ he) I have nothing to dowith you, either in this World, or 
** that 
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* that which. isto come: And I deny him that was crucify’d, 
** and whofoever worfhips him , and J choofe God for my Lord, 


 Mahometifm for my Religion, the Temple of Meccab for the 
“ Place of my Worfhip, the Muflemans for my Brethren, and 
 Mzbomet for my Prophet and Apoftle. And I witnefs, that 
* there is but One God, and that he has no Partner; a nd that 
“ Mabomet is his Servant and Apoftle, whom he fent with Di- 
“© rection into theright way, and true Religion, that he mighi 
“ exalt it aboveevery Religion, in fpite of thofe who joyn P 

* tners with God. 


Lad 


Upon the Place of Worfhip, Mr. Ocklky obferves, That as the 

Fews (tho’ in Captivity) us’d to turn their Faces towards the 
Temple of Ferufalem when they pray’d; fo do the Mzhumetans 
towards the Temple of Meccab. And he tells us, That there 
are Books in Arabick, (one of which he has feen in the Brdleian 
Library) teaching how to find out the Zenith, or Vertical 
Point, or the Keblah, or Temple of Mecezh, Mathematicaily , 
that let a Mufleman be where he will, he may know which way 
to fet his Face when he fays his Prayers. 


Our Author comes in the next Place, to the Hiftory and 
Seige of Dzmafcus; before which there were feveral Battles 
fought, ia which the Chriftians for the moft part were beaten , 
till the great Army under Werdan was fent to relieve it 
by AHeraclins, which was beaten and intirely Defeated by the 
Saracens. After this Battle our Author obferves, That pai 
cus was in great danger of being Loft: ‘Till the Emperor (not 
willing to lofe Syria thus) fent to Wrdzn 2 again, and gave him 
the Command of 70007 Menat Ajnadin ; and commanded him 
to go and give the Saracens battle, and raife (it poffibie) the 
Seige of Damafcus. The Succefs of thefe Recruits may be feen 
at large in our Author; together with the Gaiiantry of feveral 
Sarac# Ladies, taken by the Garrifon, who dete: nded them{ei- 
ves againft’em, ’till they were reliev’d by Ca‘ed and his Army, 
who beat the Greeks, purfuing them to the very Walls of Dz- 
mafeus? and return’d enrich’d with Plunder. Horfes and Ar- 
mour, In the Engagement of the Two Grand Armies Hd 
our Author) the Fight, or rather the Slaughter, continwd till 
Evening ; the Chriftian Army being entirely Routed and Defeat- 


ed, and the Saracens kill ling gocoo Men. I can’t infift upon 
the 
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the particular Incidents of this, or any other Action, but muft 
leave my Reader, for full Satisfaction in thefe Matters, to have 


recourfe to the Rook I am endeavouring to give him fome 
idea of 


After this famous Battle, our Author relates the Return of 
the Saracens to the Seige of Damafeus, and the Engagement be- 
tween the Damafcens, under Thomas Son to the Emperor Hera- 
clius aud the Saracens, in feveral hot and furious Sallies, in which 
the Greeks tought very furioufly, and were receiv d very warm- 
ly by the Saracens: Till at Jaft the Greeks prevaild upon Thoma 
to furrender the City to Abu Obcidab, unknown to Caled, 
who had got by Treachery into another Part of it, committing 
all to Sword, and filling the Streets with ftreams of Blood ; 
Till meeting with Abu Obeidah, and underftanding that the 
Town was already Surrender'd to him upon Articles; with 
fome Difficulty the Slaughter was ftay'd. 


The fame Day that Damafeus was Taken (fays our Author) 
Abubeker the Caliph died, being Friday, August 23. in the Year 
of Our Lord 634. and of the Aegirah 13. His Laft Will and 
Teftament was as follows: “ In the Nameof the moft Merci- 
** ful God. This is the Teftament of Abubcher Ebn cibi Kobapha, 
“ which he made at that time when he was juft a going out of 
“ this World, and entring into the other: A time in which 
* the Infidel fhall Believe, and the wicked Perfon be Aflard, 
“ and the Lyar fpeak Truth. I appoint Omar Ebnol Chirad my 
“* Succeflor over you; therefore hearken to him and obey him. 
“* If he does that which is Right and Ju, ’cis what I chink and 
“ know of him: If he does otherwife, every Man muft be re- 
* warded accerding to his Works. J intend todo for the Bef, 
© but I do not know Hidden Things; but thofe who do Evil 
** fhall find the Confequences of it. Fare ye well, and the 
‘** Mercy and Blefling of God be upon you., After he had mad¢ 
Omar his Succeflor, he puts up a Prayer to God for him ; in 
which (batiag what is Superftitious) there is fuch a ftrain ot 
of Piety and Honefty, that I can’t help tranfcribing it from my 
Author into this place. 


— OG«al! Lintend nothing by this but the People’s Gosd, 
“© and | fear leaf there thould be any Diflerence among them, 


6 and 
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“+ and have fet over them the beft Manamongthem. They are 
thy Servants, unite them withthy Hand, and make their Af. 
¢ fairs Profperous, and make him a good Governour, and 
“ fpread Abroad the Doctrine of the Prophet of Mercy, and 
*¢ make his Followers Good Men. 


o- 


Elmakin fays, that Abubeker was the firft that eat hered to- 
gether the fcatter’d Chapters of the Alcoran, and digefted them: 
into one Vol.For in Mzbomet’s Time they were only in loote and 
difpersd Writings. But when in the War which they had with 
Mofcilamab(of which our Author hasalready given an Account ) 
A great many of thofe who could read a ad 1 repeat the Ailcoran, 
were kill’d:: Abubeker was afraid leaft any Partof it fhould be 
loft, and gatherd together what was extant in Writing, or 
what any of the Muflemans cou'd repeat 5 and making one 
Volume of it, call’d it Muf-baph, which j inthe Arabick Tongu e 


fignifies a Book or Volume, Fuannes Andreas, who was himfelf 


a Pans by Birth, and Alfagui, or Chief Doctor of the Mufle- 
mans in Sevatiniz, in the Kingdom of Valencia in Spain, and 
afterwards Converted 'to the Chriftian Religion, save. 1487 
fays, that this Colleétion was not made ‘till the 7 m2 of Othmax 
the Third Caliph after Mahomet: And Eutychins it his Annals 
fays the fame. 


Our Author believes both thefe laf Mifteken ; becaufe 
finds in Absipheda, that when Othman came to be Caliph, } 
obferviag the variety of different Readings that were fread « a- 
broad, copy’d this Book which had bees deiiverd to Haphfab, 
and abolith’ d and deftroy’d all other Copies which had diffe- 
rent Readings from this; obliging all Mahometans to receive 
this Copy as the only Authentick Aleoran. This our Author ts 
perfuaded gave occafion to fome to Report that O:hman was 
the firft that gather'd the Chapters of it into one Volame: A 
piece of Work of that Importance, that our Author can fcarce 
believe it to have efcap’d the Zeal and Diligence of Acwbeker 
and Omar. 


Our Author concludes the Calipa(itp of Adubdcker, with his 
Charafter, Two of his moft Remarkable Sayings, and with 
taking Notice that he was Sixty Three Years Old when he dy’d: 
having Reign’'d Two Lunar Years, Three Moaths and Nine 


Days. The. 
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The Calipbfhip of Omar Ebnol Chitab, the fecond Caliph afte, 
Mahomet, and the firft that was call’d Emperor of the Believer; 
begins with an Invafion of Irak under Abu Obeid, who in his 
Rafh Condué was Slain, and the Army Routed, but brought 
off pretty well by the good Management of Mothanna, who 
having Recruits fent him by the Caliph, beat the Perfans ina 
pitch'd Battle, which put cheir Nobility into fuch a Confter- 
nation, that Meafuring not only the Merits but the Rights of 
Perfors by their Good or Ill Succefs, they depos’d their Un- 
fortunate Queen Arz:midecht, and Set up Yazdejerd in her ftead. 
This Yezdejerd, was a young Man of the Royal Family, De- 
fcended from Cofroes, the Son of Hirmifdas, and under him the 
Perfians hop’d to have Succeeded better.againft the Arabs, than 
under the Government of a Woman: But my Author obferves 
that they did not much mend the Matter; the Government of 
this New King of theirs being more in-aufpicious than that 
of the Queen cou'd be, for whereas in her Reign, the Confines 
of the Empire were only Invaded: In His, all was intirely loft, 
and all the Kingdom and Country of the Perfians fell into the 
Hands of the Mujflemans. 


After this theSeries of our Author's Hiftory recalls him to 
Damaftus, where the Chriftians who were willing to depart out 
of the City, got, with much difficulty, the Protection of the Sa- 
racens for three Days, which way foever they fhould choofe to 
dire&t their Journey, and had Liberty to depart with Bag and 
Baggage; Our Author gives a Melancholy and Difinal Account 
of their Departure out of Damafcus under the Command of 
Thomas and Herbs; and then relates the Bafenefs and Villany of 
Caled the General of the Saracens, who at the Inftigation of 
aChriftian Apoftate, atter four Days were expir'd, purfu'd the 
poor Wandring Damafcens, and at length overtook and beat 
‘em; and either Slew or Took moft of them Prifoners, toge- 
ther with what Riches they hed carry’d out of the City. | 
can’t be particular in the many Beautiful Incidents in this Sto- 
ry, norupon the Motive that put the Vile Apoftate upon pre- 
vailing with Caled to purtue thefe poor wandring difconfolate 
Creatures; but muft referr my ‘Reader to the Story at lergth 
for fui] Satisfactian. 


“or 
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OurAuthor comes next to tellusof the Removal of the Com- 
miffion of General of the Army in Syria from Caled to Abu O- 
beidah, who.was fo Merciful to the Chriftians in the Matter of 
Damafcus ; which Change was fo far from giving Galed a Dif 
guft, or making him Remifs or Negligent in Bufinefs, that he 
made the quite contrary appear in that great Action perform’d 
at Dair Abil Kodos, or the Monajftry of the Holy Father. The Sto- 
ry of this Action ts particularly Divertiag, but ’tis too long to 
be inferted here; which when Abu Obzidab acquainted the Ca- 
liph with, and withal writ to know whether he fhould go to Be- 
fiege Antioch, or Ferufalem, he acquainted him farther, that the 
Myjfiemans had learat to drink Wine in Syria; which part of the 
Letter, when Omar had Communicated to d/i, and ask’d him, 
what he.thought on’t ? He anfwer’d gravely, That whoever 
drank Wine fhould have Fourfcore Stripes on the Soles of their 
Feet. Omer fent Word to Abu Obeidah to deal with them accor- 
dingly ; and Swore, that nothing would fuic with thofe Fellows 
but Poperty and Hardfhip; whereas it would better become 
them to direct their Intentions aright, and obferve the Com- 
mands of their moft mighty Lord, and ferve him, and believe 


in him, and give him Thanks. 


After this our Author proceeds to relate the Succef$ of the 
Saracens under Abu Obed ina great many Particulars, which 
can’t be as much as hinted here, without tukir? up more room 
than can be fpar’d,; ’tiil atcer feverak laces loit, Meraclas, wea- 
ryd with a conftant and uninterrupted Succeffion of Meidza- 
gers of “ill News, refolv’d, if poffible, to put an End to the 
Outrages of the Saracens once for all; and in order to it, 
rais'd fuch an Army out of al! Parts of his Dominions, 7s, fince 
the firft Invafion of the Saracens, had never appear’d ta Syria 
betore: Of this vait Ariny, after feveral hot Engagements re- 
lated by our Author, 4bu Odcidah at lalk gives the r:lowiig 
Account, ‘* That God overthrew this Multitude, and gave us 
* (viz. the Saracens) the Victory over them, out of his abua- 
“ dant Grace and GoodnefS, ce. 


7 

, 
> 
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After fome intervening particulars, our Author comes to the 
Hiftory of the Siege of ‘Ferufalem, giving an Account of feve- 
ral Engagements *twixt the Befieg’d and che Sarzcens, till the 


Caliph himfelf came to fettle Terms and Articles of Surrendry. 
Hhh kk Our 
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The Calipifhip of Omar Ebnol Chitab, the fecond Caliph afte, 
Mahomet, and the firft that was call’d Emperor of the Believer, 
begins with an Invafion of Irak under Abu Obeid, who inhis 
Rafh Condué was Slain, and the Army Routed, but brought 
off pretty well by the good Management of Mothanna, who 
having Recruits fent him by the Caliph, beat the Perfans ina 
pitch’d Battle, which put their Nobility into fuch a Confter. 
nation, that Meafuring not only the Merits but the Rights of 
Perfors by their Good or Ill Succefs, they depos’d their Un- 
fortunate Queen Arz:midocht, and Set up Yaxdejerd in her ftead. 
This Yexdejerd, was a young Man of the Royal Family, De- 
fcended from Cofroes, the Son of Hirmifdas, and under him the 
Perfiams hop’d to have Succeeded better.againft the Arabs, than 
under the Government of a Woman: But my Author obferves 
that they did not much mend the Matter; the Government of 
this New King of theirs being more in-aufpicious than that 
of the Queer cou'd be, for whereas in her Reign, the Confines 
of the Empire were only Invaded: In His, all was intirely loft, 
and all the Kingdom and Country of the Perfians fell into the 
Hands of the Muflemans. 


After this theSeries of our Author's Hiftory recalls him to 
Damafeus, where the Chriftians who were willing to depart out 
of the City, got, with much difficulty, the Protection of the Sa- 
racens for three Days, which way foever they fhould choofe to 
direct their Journey, and had Liberty to depart with Bag and 
Baggage; Our Author gives a Melancholy and Difimal Account 
of their Departure out of Damafeus under the Command of 
Thomas and Herbis; and then relates the Bafenefs and Villany of 
Caled the General of the Saraen:, who at the Inftigation of 
a Chriftian Apoftate, after four Days were expir'd, purfird the 
poor Wandring Damafcens, and at length overtook and beat 
‘em; and either Slew or Took moft of them Prifoners, toge- 
ther with what Riches they hed carry’d out of the City. } 
can’t be particular in the many Beautiful Incidents in this Sto- 
ry, nor upon the Motive that put the Vile Apoftate upon pre- 
vailing with Ca/ed to purfue thefe poor wandring difconfolate 
Creatures; but muft referr my ‘Reader to the Story at length 
for full Satisfaction. 
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OurAuthor comes next to tell usof the Removal of the Com- 
miffion of General of the Army in Syria from Caled to Abu O- 
beidab, who was fo Merciful to the Chriftians in the Matter of 
Damafcus ; which Change was fo far from giving Caled a Dif. 
guft, or making him Remifs or Negligent in Bufinefs, that he 
made the quite contrary appear in that great Aion perform’d 
at Dai Abil Kodos, or the Monaftry of the Holy Father. The Sto- 
ry of this Action ts particularly Diverting, but ’tis too long to 
be inferted here; which when Abu Obeidah acquainted the Ca- 
liph with, and withal writ to know whether he fhould go to Be- 
fiege Antioch, or Ferufalem, he acquainted him farther, that the 
Mujfiemans had learnt to drink Wine in Syria; which part of the 
Letter, when Omar had Communicated to Ali, and ask’d him, 
what he.thought on’t ? He anfwer’d gravely, That whoever 
drank Wine fhould have Fourfcore Stripes on the Soles of their 
Feet. Omer {ent Word to Abu Obeidah to deal with them accor- 
dingly , and Swore, that nothing would fuic with thofe Fellows 
but Poperty and Hardfhip; whereas it would better become 
them to direct their Intentions aright, and obferve the Com. 
mands of their mof mighty Lord, and ferve him, and believe 
in him, and give him Thanks. 


After this our Author proceeds to relate the Succefs of the 
Saracens under Abs Oberd>4 ina great many Particulars, which 
can’t be as much as hinted here, withour tukire, up more room 
than can be fpar’d; ‘till atcer feveral -laces lout, Hersclas, wea- 
ry’d wich a conftauc and uninterrupted Succeffion of Meilza- 
gers of “ill News, refolv’d, if poffible, to put an End to the 
Outrages of the Szracens once for all; and in order to it, 
rais’d fuch an Army out of al! Parts of his Dominions, 75, {rice 


the firft Invafion of the Sareceus, had never appear’d in Syria 
betore: Of this vait Ariny, after feveral hot Engagements re- 
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lated by our Author, Abu Oveidah di lait Blves tae 
Account, ‘* That God overthrew this Multitude, a: 
© (viz. the Saracens) the Victory over them, out of 
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After fome intervening particulars, our Author comes to the 

Hiftory of the Siege of Tertufalem, 2 ; 
ral Engagements *cwixt the Befiey’d and the Sarecms, tll the 
Caliph himfelf came to fettle Terms and Articles of Surrendry. 
Hhhk Our 
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Our Author is large in this Account of Omar's Equipage and 
Way of Travelling, of his doing Juftice in the. Way, and the 
like ; and then gives us the Sum and Subftance of the Articles 
of Surrendry, which being azreed upon, Omar gave them the 
followingWriting under his Hand, ‘* Inthe Name of the moft 
“ Merciful God, From Omar Ebro’! Alobitab to the Inhabitants 
*s of e@lia: They fhallsbe proteéted and fecur’d both in their 
“ ives and Fortunes; and their Churches fhall neither be 
“ pull’d down, nor. made ufe of by any but themfelves, 


The Seige of the Caftle of Aleppo, after the Town was fur. 
render’d by the Citizens, is the next Remarkable Part of our 
Author’s Hiftory ; which Caftle was at laft taken by Stratagen; 
by one Dames. Next comes the Conqneft of the famous C it; 
of Antioch, which Abu Obeidah enter’d August the 1ft, A.C. 638 
Hegirah 17. Our Author obferves, That the Sweetnefs of the 
Scituation of this Place, and the Abundance of all Things con- 
tributing to Delight and Luxury, was fo great, that.4bu Obediah 
(fearing leaft-his Saracens,efiminated with the Delicacies of that 
Place, fhould remit any thing of their wonted Vigour and Bra. 
very) durft not let them continue there long, but after three 
Days Refrefhment withdrew them from thence. 


I have not room to infift upon the remaining Advantages 
which fell to the Saracens in Omar’s Reign. My Author obferves 
in general,that the Conquefts gain’d by the Saracens in his Time 
were fo confiderable, that tho’ they had never been extended 
any farther, the Countries they had fubdued would have 
made a formidable Empire ; as he drove all*the ews and 
Chriftins out of Arabia, fubdued Syria, egypt, and other Ter- 
ritories in Africa, belides the greateft Part of, Perfi2. Omar 
died of the Wounds given him (at Prayers) by a Per/ian, nam’d 
Phirouz, of the Seét of the Magi, after he had reign’d ten Years, 
fix Months, and eight Days; aged 63 Years. Our Author 
concludes the Hiftory of his Reign, with obferving of him, that 
he divided the Money into the Treafury every Friday at Night 
amongi{t his Men, according to their feveral Neceffities 5 fay- 
ing, “ That the Things of this World were given us by God 
for the Relief of our Neceflities, and not for the Reward of Vir 
tue; becaufe the proper Reward? of that.belong’d to another 
World, 

n 
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In the Hiftory of Osman Ebn Affan, third Caliph after ae 


homet, Mr. Ockley is very fhort-: He was chofe into the Govern- 
ment three Days after the Death of Omar, and being eftablifh’d 
in it, follow’d the Example of his Predeceffors, and fent Forces 
Abroad to enlarge his Dominions. I can’t infift here upon the 
Particulars which fell out in his troublefome Reign: He was 
flain by his own Subjects, 4.C. 655. Fuly 10. being 82 Years 
Old, and having reign’d near Twelve. He lay unbury’d for 
three Days ; ‘till at the laft he was remov’d bloody as he was, 
and bury‘d in the fame Cloaths he was kill’d in ; without fo much 
as being wafh’d, or the leaft Funeral Solemnity. 


What occafion’d his Ruine, according to our Author, was 
the Treachery of his bafe Secretary Merwan, who us'‘d to fet 
the Caliph’s Seal to Letters, which often contain’d very Scanda- 
lous Commands, to Governours of Provinces, in order to keep 
up the Peoples Averfion againfthim ; join’d to his own Method 
of preferring his own Family and Friends, without any regard 
had to their Merit, which firft fet them againft his Govern- 
ment. 
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The great Neveffity awd Advantage of Publick Prayer and Frequent 
Comimunion ;> defign’d to revive Primitive Piety. By the Righ: 
Reverend Father in God, William Beveridge, D. D. Late Lord 
Bifhop of St. Afaph. London, Printed by E.P. for R. Smith 
in Exeter-Chanige i the Strand, 1708. 8ce. p. 258. 


'Hefe Two Difcourfes of the late Bifhop of St. 4/apd are al- 
moft'purely Practical, the former upon the great Necet- 
ficy and Advantage of Publick Prayer, built upon 47s 2.1. 
and ‘the latter upon the great Neceflity and Advantage of {re- 
guent Communion, upon ‘1 Cor. v1.26. 1 fliall endeavour to 
give my Reader fome Idea of the Nature of this Performance, 
by picking out here and there the sub‘tance of the Paflage 
which fhall think moft proper for the Purpofe: 


In the former of thefe Difcourfes the Bifhop,after having con- 
fider’d the Places fet apart for Divine Worfhip by the fevs, 
and the folemn Times in which they reforted to thofe Places ; 
and having fhewn why the Third and Ninth Hours of the Day, 
according to the Few(h way of reckoning; or Nine in the 
the Morning and Three in the Afternoon, in our way, came 
to be their chiet fet Hours of Prayer every Day ; even becaufe 
at thefe Hours the daily Sacrifices were offer’d, and the holy 
Incenfe burnt as Types of Chrift’s Death and {nterceflion, 
whereby alone their Prayers could go up as a Memoria! before 
God, and be well-pleafing tohim: I fay, after he has treated 
at large of thefe Particulars, he comes to take notice of the 
Orders of our Church in thefe Cafes; and from the Second Ru- 
bic annex’d to the Difcourfe concerning the Service of the Church: 
infers, That every one that is admitted into Holy Orders, 
although he be neither Parfon, Vicar, nor Curate of any par- 
ticular Place, is bound to fay both Morning and Evening Prayer 
every Day, either in fome Church or Chappel where he can 
getleave to do it, or elfe in the Houfe where he dwells, ex- 
cept he be hindered by fome fuch Caufe which the Ordinary 
of the Place judges to be reafonable and urgent. 


And 
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And from the following Rubric, he deduces a plain and ex- 
prefs Command, That the Curate, whether he be the Incum- 
bent himfelf, or another procur’d by him do it, whoever it is 
that miniftreth God’s holy Word or Sacraments in any Parifh- 
Church or Chappel in England, fhall fay the fame Morning and 
Evening-Prayer daily in the Parifh-Church or Chappel where 
he-miniftreth, and fhall cakecare that a Bell betoll’d a conve- 
nient Time before he begins, that People, having Notice of ir, 
may come to God’s Houfe to hear his Holy Word read, and to 
join with the Minifterin performing their Publick Devotions 
to him. This he obferves every Minifter or Curate in Excland 
is bound to do every Day in the Year, if he be at Home, and be 
not otherwife reafonably hindred: And whether any Hindrance 
be reafonable or no, the Minifter himfelf is not the ordinary 
Judge; for, in all fuch Cafes, that is referred by the Common 
Laws of the Church, to the Bifhop of the Diocefe, or the Or~ 
dinary of the Place where he miniftreth. 


The Law, continues the Bifhop, hath made this the Duty of 
every Minifter, and the Bifhop or Ordinary is to fee he doth it, 
and whether any have reafonable Caufe ever to omic it, or 
whether the Caufe they pretend for it be Reafonable, or not, 
This is left by the Law to him: He may allow, or difallow of 
the Pretence, ashe, upon the full Hearing of it, fhall fee good ; 
and may punifh with the Cenfures of the Church any Minifter 
within his Jurifdiction, that doth not read. the Prayers of the 
Church, or take care they be read every Morning and Evening 
inthe Year, except at fuch Times when the Minifter can prove 
that he hath fuch a reafonable Hindrance or Impediment as will 
juftife him before God and his Church. 


The Reafon of the great Neglect of this Duty, the Bifhop 
refolves primarily into the Layities not being to be perfwaded 
to come to join with the Minifter in Daily Prayers; tho’ he ob- 
ferves, of our own Form of Common-Prayer in particular, That 
both for the Language, tne Matter, the Method, and the Man- 
ner of performing it, to fpeak the leaft, there never was, 
(that we know of) nor is at this Day, a better or more proper 
Form of Publick Devotions prefcrib’d and us'd in any Part of 
Chrift’s Church Militant here on Earih: There being nothing 
wanting in this Form, thatcan any way conduce to the — 

or. 
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for which it was defign’d, even to the fetting forth God's 
Glory, and to the edifying of his People: Inafmuch as there 
4 we confefs our Sins to God, and have his Pardon and Abfoluti- 
on of ‘em declared to us,being penitent, by one of his Minifters ; 
there we Praife and Magnify his Glorious Name in Pfalms and 
: Hymns, and Spiricual Songs ; there we have fome Part of his 
| Holy Word read, and therein of his Divine Will made knowy 
a | tous; there we pray for all Things neceflary, both for Lite 
A | and Godlinefs, for whatfoever we can want or defire to make 
" 1 us Happy in this World or the next: And all this in fuch a 
f i manner as becomes the Work we are about 5 and ‘as muft make 
| every one who goes to Church, if it is not his own Fault, return 

Home better than he went. 





‘i In the next Place the Bifhop proceeds to urge feveral pro- 
per Motives to prevail with us to frequent the Publick Prayers: 

As its being laid as a Duty upon us by God fo to do ; andthat, in 
| effect, in the Inftitution of the Morning and Evening Sacrifice 





among the Jews and more efpecially from the Practices and In- 
jun@ions of our Saviour and his Apoftles: The Reafon of the 
; 7 Thing : nothing being more Reafonable, than that, as we re- 

it ceive every Day frefh Mercies from God, we fhouid every Day 
ae | give a Publick Teftimony of our Acknowledgement of them; 
He | and this being to be done in no more proper way than in Pub- 
ie lick Devotions. Another Motive the Bifhop urges, is this, 
(Be That Prayer it felf (in general) is a Duty fo well-pleafing to 
a God, that he hath appointed it to be the Means whereby to 
oe obtain of him all the Good Thiugs we can want or defire; that 
‘i he hath pafsvd his Word to grant them, if we ask them as we 
i. ought, in the Name of Céré#, and with Faith in his Word and 
Ce Promife ; and that as he hath annex’d thefe Promifes to Prayer 
Wa | in general, fo more-efpecially to Publick Prayer. What Pro- 
ie mife he hath annex’d 30 the right performance of this Duty of 
‘| Prayer, the Bishop enumerates at large, both as they refpec 
bi 4E Communities and Private Chriftians. I muft refer the Reader 

Li tor what he offers in thefe.Cafes to the Book it felf. 





\ 
4 i After this, the Bifhop proceeds toanfwer the principle Excu- 
4 i fes which Men alledge for themfelves, which do not frequent 
Bi the Publick Prayers: As, Fir@, this, That they do not like ’em. 
ili Secondly, ‘That they daily perform their: Private Devotions ac- 
Hf cording? 
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cording to Chrift’s own Command. Thirdly, That they fo- 

jemnly obferve the Lord’s Day, but think themfelves not ) 
oblig’d torefort to the Publick Service on other Days; becaufe 
then God not only permits, but requires ’em to follow their 1 
re{pective Callings for the Maintenance of themfelves and 
Families. This laft Excufe being the moft plaufible, the Bifhop 

anfwers it at large; but I can’t be particular here, in what he 

offers in anfwer to it, 





————— << 
Sa Stra. th 
’ 2 





The Bifhop concludes this Difcourfe with fome Direétions 
for the right Performance of the Duty of Publick Prayer, e- 
{pecially for the right accompanying of the Minifter in the Ser- 
vice of the Church of England; as that when one or more of _ 
the Sentences are reading, we are to look upon ’em as f{poken 
by God tous, to put us in mind of fomething which we are to 
believe or do upon this Occafion : When the Exhortation is 
read, to hearken diligently to it, and to take particular Notice 
of every Word and Expreflion in it, as contriv’d on Purpofe 
to prepare us for the Service of God, by pofleffing our Minds 
with a due Senfe of his fpecial Prefence. with us, and of the 
great Ends of our coming before him at any Time: While we 
are confefling our Sins with ourMouth,to be fure todo it alfo in 
our Hearts ; calling to Mind every one, as many as we can, of 
thofe particular Sins which we have committed, and ftedfaftly 
refolving never to commit them any more: When the Mini- 
fter is pronouncing the Abfolution in the Name of God, every 
one of us laying hold of it for our felves, fo as firmly to be- 
lieve, that, upon true Repentance and Faith in Chrift, we are | 
now difcharg’d and abfolv’d from all our Sins, as certainly as | 
if God himfelf had declar’d it with his own Mouth, Oc. 


The great Necefity and Advastace of Frequent Commmunion, ec. 


IN his later Difcourfe on 1 Cor. 11. 26. our Author makes, 
firft, feveral Obfervations from the Words themfelves: As, | 
Fir, That every time that the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper | 
is adminiftred, his Death is thereby fhewn and declar’d to all | 
that are there prefent cc. Secondly, That Chrift is not offer’d | 
up again every time this Sacrament is adminiftred, but only, 


that the Lord’s Death is fhewn by it. Zéirdly, That not the 
very 
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612 She Woks of the Learnen, 
very Body and Bloed of Chrift are taken in this Sacrament, 
but Bread and Wine ; which are indeed facramentally , or figu 
ratively, call’d Chrift’s Body and Blood, as typically comme. 
morative of ’em. Fourthly, That the Inftitution of this Sa- 
crament was no Temporary Thing; but as, from the Begin. 
ning of the World, as often as they offer'd, according to its 
Cirft Iaftitution, any Bloody Sacrifice to God, they thereby 
forefhew’d the Death of Chrift, typified by it, until his Firft 
coming into the World to fave it ; fo, fince that Time, as of- 
ten as we eat thes Bread, and drink this Cup, according to Chrift’s 
own Inftitution, we fhew forth bys Death all along until his Se- 
cond coming into the World to judge it. Laffly, From thefe 
Words he obferves, That as his Sacrament Is to continue a}- 
ways inthe Church, fo it muft be often repeated by the fame 
Perfons in it. 


In the next Place the Bifhop proceeds te urge the ftrongef 
Motives he can think of to perfwade us to frequent Commu. 
nion: As, Fi, That this is Chrift’s own Inftitution and Com- 
mand ; and leit we fhou’d think that we fulfil this Command, 
in receiving twice or thrice a Year, he proceeds to fhew what 
a different Notion the Apoftles and Primitive Chriftians had 
of this Matter. Secondly, That it is one of the principal 
Means whereby God has ordain’d that Grrce fhall be comvey’é 
unto us, fufficient to enable us to do Works good and accep- 
table to God, oc. The Bifhop is large upon thefe Heads, but 


I have room only to give brief Hints of ’em in this Place. 


He comes next to confider what Objections are made againft 
Frequent Communion: And, Firf?, what fome fay, That our 
Church requires ’em only to receive Three times a Year; 
whereas, were it neceflary, they do not queftion but fhe woud 
oblige them to receive it oftner. This Obje€tion the Bifhop 
anfwers at large 5 and fhews, from the Rubrics of the Book 
fet forth in Edward the Sixth’s Time, and alfo from our pre- 
fent C. nmon-prayer- Book, that the Church fuppofes that fome 
of her Members communicate every Day, at leaft every Sun- 
day , but then fhe does not enjoin fo frequent Reception to all 
her Members upon Pain of Excommunication, left toé many 
might be thereby tempted to come fometimes without that Pre- 
paration and Difpofition of Mind that is requifite to the wor- 


thy 
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thy partaking of fo great a Myftery. But tho’ fhe exhorts all 
her Members to frequent and conftant Communion, yet fhe 
does not think fit to command and oblige ’em all, under the 
Pain of Excommunication, to receive oftner than Three times 
a Year. So that this Injunétion does not at all encourage Peo- 
ple to communicate only thrice a Year; for if fo, the Church 
here would rua counter to her felf in feveral of her Rubrics : 
But its Detign is to lay the Penalty of Excommunication upon 
thofe who communicate not at leaft thrice a Year, to bring *em 
to a Senfe of their Duty in this Particular, and by Degrees .to 
frequent Communion, 


Another Reafon why many do not frequeatly communicate, 
taken Notice of by the Bifhop, is chis, That they pretend 
they dare not, for Fear of finning againit God, and incurring 
eternal Damnation by it: They look upon themfelves as un- 
worthy ; and they remember that the Apoftle fays, that be that 
eateth and drinketh unrworthily, eateth ana drinketh Damnatton to 
himfelf, mot difcerning th: Lord's Body, 


To this Objection the Bifhop anfwers, Thatif there be any 
Force in it againft frequent Communion, ic holds_as ftrongly 
againft any Communion at a'l: For if every unworthy Perfoo 
that prefumes to eat this Bread and drink this Cup, and every 
one that doth it any way unworthily, is thereby render’d ob- 
NOxious to eternal Damnation, then ail wou'd be fo that ever 
eat and drink it at all ; forafmuch as no Man is worthy of any, 
much lefS of fo great a Mercy as this is, every way {0 exactly 
as he ought. So that no Man, according to this Opinion, can 
ever obey this Command of his Saviour, without ruaning the 
Hazard of lofing his Salvation by it. Which 1s luch a grouid- 
lefS and vain Conceit, that it is wonderful how ic firit came tn- 
to any Man’s Head ; inafmuch as ic is the fame Thing as to 
imigine that he who came into the World on purpofe to fave 
us. fhou’d require us to do that in order to our Salvation, which 
we can never do without being damn’d: A Suppofition fo ab- 
furd, that, let rhem mean what they will, this cant poffibly 
be the Meaning of the Apoftle’s Words. After chis, the Bifhop 
proceeds to fhew what the Apoftle means by cating and drin- 
king uaworthily ; aud having fhewn, that in the Cormtbsans it 
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Supper Of the Lord, and any common Meal 5 he obferves, that 
they feem to him to come neareft this Part of the Unworthi- 
nefs of the Corinthians, who fit at the Lord’s Table as they do 
at their own, and receive Chrift’s Body and Blood with no 
more Reverence and Godly Fear than they eat and drink at 
Home. He comes next to fhew what is meant by cating and 
drinking Damnation to one’s elf; but for what he offers upon this 
Head, the Reader muft be referr’d to the Book it felf. 


The Preparation for it, is another Objection againft frequent 
Communion: Concerning which, the Bifhop obferves many 
whole Books have been written, and fome fo large, that the 
very reading of ’em requires more Time than a good Chriftian 
weed fpend in the Duty it felf. This he obferves has difcou. 
rag’d many from receiving the Holy Sacrament fo often as 
they ought, and as they otherwife wou’d: And he adds, in 
Oppofition to thefe mifchievous Books, That, for his own 
Part, he does not fee but that whatfoever is generally necefla- 
ry in order to a due Reception of the Holy Sacrament may be 
brought within a {mall Compafs. The Requifites he infifts 
upon, I have not room to fpecifie in this Place. 


Another Objeftion made againft Frequent Communion by 
fome, is this, That they have been feveral times at the Sacra- 
ment ot the Lord’s Supper, but have not found that Benefit 
and Comfort from it which they expected; and therefore think 
it to no Purpofe for them to receive it oftner than they are 
oblig’d to it, in order to their continuing in the Communion 
of the Church. This having been a great Stumbling-block to 
many well-meaning People, the Bifhop is as clear as he can in 
the Removal of it. What he offers, I can’t tranfcribe hither, 
nor any thing of what follows upon this great Subject, which 
has been mifunderftood all along by too many of all Parties 
amongft us, and above all Subjects whatever, relating to the 
Practical Part of Chriftianity, ought to be the beft underftood, 
and moft clearly and intelligibly treated of. 


A Para- 
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A Parapbrafe and Comment upon the Epiftles and Gofpels appointed 
to be usd in the Church of England om ail Sundays and Holi- 
days throughout the Year. Defigw'd to excite Devotion, and pro- 
mote the Knowledge and Praétice of Sincere Piety and Virtue. 
Vol. IV. By George Stanhope, D. D. Dean of Canterbury, 
and Chaplain in Ordinary to Her Majeffy. London, Printed by 
W. B. for S. Keeble at the Turks Head, Fleetitreet ; R. Sare 
at Gray’s-Inn-Gate, Holborn; YT. Goodwin at ebe Queen's 
Head, M. Wecton at the Three Daggers, B. Tooke at rhe 
Temple-Gate, im Fleetftreet ; amd S, Manfhrp at the Ship im 
Cornhil. 1708. 8°. p. 604. 


N order to give the Reader an Idea of our Author’s Method 
I in this Fourth and fat Volume of his Paraphrafe and Com- 
mene upon the Epiftles and Gofpels ufed throughout the Year, 1 fhall 
fele@ out what he offers upon fome particular Subje&s, to be 
abridg’d in this Place, and thence leave him to form a Notion 
of what I have not room to give any Account of. 


In his Comment upon the Epiftle for St. T4omas’s Day, which 
is Ephef. 2. v. 19, to v. 23. after he has illuftrated the Words 
themfelves, as they lie before him, he makes the following 
Remarks upon them; wz. 


Fir, That the Church, as that fignifies the true Myftica] 
Body of Chrift, is, and can be, but One ; becaufe the fame ef- 
fential Terms of uniting Members into it, have always been, 
and always fhall continue, unalterable, as to the Matter and 
Subitance, tho” not as to the Meafure and Circumftances of 
them. 


Secondly, That howfoever we read of feveral Churches in 
Holy Writ, or elfewhere, thefe are no other than fo many 
diftin& Parts of the Church, iu its proper and extenfive Senfe <. 
being all Members of this Body, all Apartments of this Great 
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Houfe, all Companies in this Populous City. And tho’ all 
thefe areconveniently confider’d as feparate, with regard to 
the Places where they are fituate, the Limits of Dominion 
which circumfcribe ’em , the Temporal Conftitutions with 
which they are incorporate, and the feveral Jurifdictions they 
have Right to exercife ; yet arethey but One in the Main, and 
can no further deferve the Title of Churches than as they 
agree in all Effential Parts with the Univerfal Church diffis’d 
over the Face of the whole Earth. 


Thirdly, From thefe Words he takes Occafion to obferve 
what thofe Effential Matters are, which make the Rand of 
Unity ia che Chriftian Church 5 viz. 


Fr#, An. Acknowledgment of, and Belief in Jefus Chrift: 
It being in him that we are built up into this Holy Temple; 
in him that we are fram‘d, and grow up; in him that we are 
made Partakers of the Spirit, which is the common Cement 
of this Building, and conftitutes it One, by an Union more 
clofe and ftri& than any Images taken from Senfible Objects 
can fully reprefent, 


Secondly, A Belief in the Doatrine of the A-poftles and Pro- 
phets concerning him. 


The Third Effential our Author takes Notice of, is the Ouxe 
Spirit ; Of which our Lord-himfelf hath told us, that of J¢ and 
Water we are born again, by a Birth neceflary to our entring in- 
to the Kingdom ot God. 


Thefe Three, continues he, feem to be effential, and abfo- 
lutely needful to the Conttitution of a Chriftian Church ; be- 
ing Marks by which thofe who are Members of it, may be 
plainly difcern’d from thofe who are not fo: For which Rea- 
fon, the Company who have them are nam’d the Vifible 
Church, 


Many other Things he owns are requifite to the Well-being, 
the Purity, and the Perfection of the Church: But ftill, not- 
withftanding grievous Errors in Opinion, enormous Wicked- 
nefs in Practice, horrible Corruptions in Worfhip, get) 

- Remit- 
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Remifnefs in Difcipline, or Irregularities in Government; they 
who'hold to the Foundation, and have the Seal of the Covenant, 
be they Single Perfons, or be they Societies, muft not be de- 
ny’d to be Members, tho’ unfound and maimed, impure, and 
even fcandalous Members of the One Catholick Church; as 
that fignifies the Vifible Church of Chrift, &c. 


Upon the Feftival of the Converfion of St. Psx!, our Author 
firft gives us a large Hiftory of his Travels and Sufferings, oc. 
proceeding upon Rifhop Pierfon’s Scheme in his Aunalia Paulina, 
which | can’t be particular upon in this Place ; and then pro- 
ceeds to his Paraphrafe and Comments upon the Epiftle and 
Gofpel for the Day. I fhall take Notice of fome Particulars 
out of his Comment upon the Epiftle. 


The Epiltle is Adis 9, v. r. to v.23. 19 which we have a 
particular Account of St. Paw! before, in, and after his Con- 
verfion. “he Comment contifts of fome Ufeful Practical Re- 
fie€tions Upon each of thefe Circumftances. I fhall tranfcribe 
hither ouly the Subftance of what our Author offers upon the 
Chara&tcr which St. Pusw! gives of himfelf before his Conver- 
fion, leaving the Reader to confult the Book it felf for what 
is farther commented upon this Part of the Hiftory of Sc. Pau’. 


Now the Charaéter St. Pau! gives of himfelf before his Con- 
verfion, our Author rightly obferves, is that of a Mifguided 
Zealot ; one who, thro’ the Prejudices of his Education, which 
had poflefs’d his Mind with more than ordinary Veneration tor 
the Law and Traditions of the Fes, was brought to think ede¢ 
be ought to do many Things contrary to the Name cf Jetus of Naza- 
reth. In Confequence of this Perfwafion he acted, as was @a- 
tural co a Man fenfible, that the prefent Dittates of every one’s 
Conicience are the next immediate Light by which the Morai 
Good or Evil of our Adions is reprefented to us: Aud in re- 
gard he follow’d this Light without any Collufion, or Prevart- 
cation; did what he did upoa a Notion of Duty; and wanted 
not the Regulation of his Will, but only the better Informa- 
tion of his Underftanding; from hence he takes upon him to 


ails 


affirm, that he had all along liv’d ing 0d Conference before God. 
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~ Our Author asks, How are we to underftand this Conti 
ence to be good? Was it free from Error? Or were the 
Actions done in Compliance with it, free from Offence before 
God? And he anfwers, That they were not : St. Pau! elfe- 
where calling himfelf Bla/phemer, Injuricus, Perfecutor, nay, Chief 
of Sinners, and all for this very Reafon, becaufe be perfecuted rhe 
Church of Ged. Hence our Author concludes, that St, Pax, 
Confcience was ony fo far good as it cou’d teftifie his fntegri 

ty; and that he was an honeft, tho miftaken Man; But his 
continuing, under that Miftake was a Sin; and his dojug fo 
many violent inhumane Outrages upon Chriftians, for no other 
Provocation but Difference of Opinion, was a much €reater 
Sin. He might and ought to have confider’d this new Do- 
Grine, with all the wonderful Atteftations of it, calmly and 
fairly ; and, had he done fo, Jefus wou'd have been found nat 
a Deftroyer, but a Fulfiller, of that Law, for the Honour of 
which he was fo intemperately zealous. So that tho’ 'gno- 
rance was the Ground of all his Rage, yet that Ignorance was 
aSin; becaufe the Objeét of it was not the Facts he was do- 
ing, but it was Ignorance of the Rule he ought to act by: 
Whereas this is what every Man is bound at his Peril to know: 
and he cant be innocent, if, for want of fuch Knowledge, 
he be carry’d away to do that whichis amifS. This then, 
continues our Author, was St. Paul's Cafe; He thought he ovgui 
to do many Things contrary to the Name of Jefus of Nazareth: 
Whereas, had the Matter been fairly examin’d, the Refult 
woud have been, That he ought to do every Thing in his 
Power that cou’d be any way ferviceable to that very Name. 


The Ufe we ought to make of St. Paai’s Male-conduct before 
his Convertion, our Author obferves to be this; What in al! 
Matters we take ail poflible Heed not to be cirry’d into any 
lintul Excefles by the Prejudices of Education, or the undue 
Admiration of Mens Perfons, or the Violence of our own 
Pafhious, or \ffcGion to any Party, or the Profpect of any fe- 
cular intereft; or, in thort, by any Regards whatever, except 
thofe that thall be found itri@ly, and upon calm and diligent 
Enquiry, due ro the Will of God, the Teftimony of his Holy 
Word, aid the Refult of our own belt Reafon, in Matters vot 
there 
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there méntion’d, reprefenting to us the true State and Merits 
of the Caufe when weigh’d in this Balance. 


To this our Author fubjoins Two other Ules to be made of 
St. Paul’s Conduct, and the Mercy of God in converting him, 
becaufe he aéed upon a fincere tho’ erroneous Confcience : 
Buc I can’t tranfcribe °em hither, without exceeding the Li- 
mits prefcrib’d to me at this Time by the Nature of my pre- 
fent Defign. 


In his Comment on the Epiftle for St. Matthias’s Day, 
(4s 1.15, to the End) our Author’s main Intent is to en- 
quire into the Reafons and Manner of “Maethias’s being chofen 
into the Place.of Fudas; and accordingly, after fome inter- 
vening Particulars, he comes to confider, Firft, The Nature 
and Dignity of the A Apottolick Office : Secondly, The Reafon 
given for filling up the Number when this Vacancy was made: 
And, Thirdly, the Manner of the Choice. 


As to the Firft of thefe, he obferves that the Apoftolick 
Office and Authority confifts in Three Things: Firft, In pro- 
pagating and eftablifhing the Kingdom of the Mefiss, by 
bringing Men to the Belief of and Obedience to his Blefled 
Gofpel. Secondly, In a Power of writer, and making fuch 
Laws and Conftitutions in Matters Spiritual, as fhal! from time 
to time be found neceflary for the good Government of all 
the Subjects in chis Kingdom ; for admitting into, punifhing 
in, and cafting out of it, as Occafion fhall require. And, 
Thirdly,. in app pointing Succeflors with the like Powers, for 
continuing the Order, and adminiftring the Sacred Offices of 


the Church. 


As to the Reafons for filling up the Namber of the Apo- 
flies after a V acancy had been made by Judes, the Principal 
our Author infifts upon is this; To keep up the Correfpon- 
dence between the Church, before and after our Savicur; or, 
as the Scripture phrafes it, between Ifrse! after the Ficfh and the 
Spirituai Lrce! of Gea. This, our Author well obferves, where 
it was coufifent with the Nature of each Difp — did 
not only flicw Kefpeét to the Legal Eftablifhment, but wou'd 
naturally 
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Daturally recommend it to the Efteem of the Fews, and was 
therefore fit to be continued fo long as they continued a fettled 
Polity and People. As therefore Mofés and Fofhw2, each a Type 
ot Chrif, had next under them Twelve, who were call’d the 
Princes of the Tribes, reprefenting thofe Patriarchs from whom 
thofe Tribes had their Defcent and Denomination; and 2¢ 
thefe were particularly diftinguifh’d from the reft, by fpeciai 
Aéts of Authority, and Divine Defignation , fo had this Me 
liverer from Spiritual Bondage, this Leader of his People ito 
the Land of Promife, his Twelve Apoftles, the Patriarchs and 
Princes of this new People of God, to gather, to govera 
them, and to a& in their behalf, as appointed by their com- 
mon Head. And as our Saviour himfelf chofe Twelve Apo. 
files, in Compliance with this Part of the Feush Policy ; fo, 
when One of ’em fell off, the Apoftles filPd up the Firft! Num 
ber upon the fame Account, 


As to the Third Particular, The Masner of the Choice of 
Matthias into the Apoftlefhip, our Author obferves, That as 
the Similitude holds in the Number of thefe Chiefs of the 
Spiruual Ifrae!, fo does it hkewife in the Manner of their Ap- 
pointment. For the deciding of Things contingent by fots, 
was a Practice inftituted by God’s own Command. Thus thi 
Two Goats on the Solemn Day of Atonement were fepuratec ; 
the one for Slaughter to be aacrifi’d, the other for Efcape in. 
to the Wildernefs, Thus the Land of Canaan was divided, 
and a Portion of it affign'd to each Tribe. Thus the Cities ct 
ihe Leevtes were fet apart out of the Inheritance affign’d to the 
other Tribes. Thus it was determiiw?d who fhou’d revenge 
the Wickednefs of Brajamin by attacking Gibeah. Thus the 
Services Of the Priefts in the Sanétuary were divided. All 
which were fo cooftantiy believd to be of Gods immeciate 
Affignation, as io give Uccation for that Aphorifin of Sv... 
fue lit cafe into the ! ap, but rhe whore Dif pofing of the Lorde 
Hence it was that the Choice of an Avoftle was put upon this 
iffue, becaufe it had been the conftanc Pra@ice of the Fw: 
Cas every ove mult acknowledge, who is the leaft converfint 


> 


ia their Religion and Cuftoms) and becaufe it was a very {0 
lemn Way of referriig this Matter co the Decifion of God 
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Upon the Epiftle for St. Mark's Day ( Ephef. 4. 7. to v. 17.) 
our Author is very large; {peaking of the Unity of the Church 
in Matters of Faith, Charity, @&c. I can’t tranfcribe wha the 
offers upon thefe Heads hither, neither can I omit this whole 
Comment ; I fhall give my Reader one or two Paflages, and 


leave him to judge of the reft from them. 


From the Apofte’s urging the Edification of the Body (vrz. 
the Church) in Fuith and Love, as the great End of the Mini- 
ftry eftablifh’d py Chri?, and ftill continued to the Church ; he 
obferves, that both Minifters aud People are mov'd to make 
fuch Refleétions as thefe, wz. The Minifters, and all who un- 
dertake to executt that Office, that they are highly accounta- 
ble, it, by their Means, any Schifms or Herefics get Ground ; 
if they do not faithfully warn the People againft thefe Things , 
deteé&t the Artifices of them who lay in wait to deceive ; ex- 
pofe the Error, the SinfulnefS, the infinite, both private and 
publick, Danger of thofe vile Latitudinarian Principles, which 
woud not only break down the Walls, but undermine and root 
up the very Foundation of this Spiritual Building. In fhort, 
if they do not fet forth the Wickednefs of all needlefs and 
wilful, and the Mifery of all judicial and deferv’d, Separations 
from the Church of Chrift, with all the aggravating Circum- 
ftances, fo warmly, fo frequently inculcated in Scripture: 
‘Fhere being, in truth, no Sin more exprefly forbidden, more 
feverely threaten’d, or reprefented as more fatal and damna- 
ble than thofe of Divifion and Heretie ; nor any Duty more 
plainly taught, more authoritatively commanded, more ear- 
neftly recommended, or more zealoufly prayed for, than thofe 
of Unity, and Peace, aud Love, to all the Fellow [viembers of 
this Spiritual Body- 


But if the Teachers fhall either touch this Afatier too ten. 
derly, or explain it too fuperficially, he obferves farther, 
That the Hearers may, from what he has offer’d, lear both 
the Importance and the Nature of their Duty in chis Particu 
lar. The Importance indeed is fo evident, the (cw go about 
to deny it ; but the Nature of it, he obferves, inowd be more 
attended to than generally ic feems to iave been. Our Au- 
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thor fuggefts Three fhort Remarks for the better underftan: 
ding of it; wx, ' 


Firft, That from the Connection of this Great Houfe (the 
Church Univerfal ) in the feveral Apartments of it, the Chur. 
ches National, and fo in every Subdivifion downwards, it ap. 
pears plainly to him, that where the Foundation is held, and 
no finful Terms of Communion imposd, every fingle Perfon 
promotes or obftrués the Edification of the Body of Chrift, 
as he holds or breaks Communion wich that particular Church 
and Paftor to which he regularly belongs: It being thus ouly, 
and by the like gradual Progreflions, ( beginning with the 
Union of fingle Perfons under their refpective Guides, and ri- 
fing from particular Congregations to Diftrids of larger Ex- 
tent and Denomination) that we come at laft to the Union of 
each Part with the whole Body ot Chriftians diffus'd all the 
World over; and are able to fhew, that he who is regularly 
ty to the one, is in vertue thereof join’d to the othe: 
alfo. 


Secondly, That from St. Paul’s refembling the Church to 
a Humane Body, the Manner, as well as the Confequence, of 
Maintaining its Union, is eafie to be difcern’d. As that this 
muft be done by every little Veflel (to which every private 
Chriftian bears Proportion ) doing its proper Office in that 
Part where Nature hath plac’d it. And whatever Diforder 
Or Mifchief wou'd follow in the one Cafe, from any Difloca- 
tion or Defeé of fuch Veflel ; the like Deformity and Contfu- 
‘fion will as certainly enfue in the other Cafe, as often as any 
Member of the Body fhall either perverfly depart from his 
Station where Providence hath placed him, or flothfully neg- 
le& the Duties peculiar to it. The Third is nearly ally’d to 
this, fo that I fhall not tranfcribe it to this Place. 


Our Author concludes his Comment upon this Epiftle with 
obferving, that there is one remarkable Difference, to the Ad- 
vantage of the Spiritual Body, above the Natural and Artifi- 
cial Bodies to which we find it compar’d; viz. That whereas 
the Natural have their fix’d Proportions and Maturity, and 


the Artificial their {et Dimenfions, which they cannot, nor are 
ever 
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ever defign'd to exceed; the Spiritual is not at any time io oe 
bounded, that it fhall be capable of no farther improve- | 
ments. And this, he rightly obferves, is a noble Spur to our | 
Diligence and Zeal, that our Faith and Love will always edi- 1 


fie, and always encreafe this Body; make it more ftrong, 
more beautiful, and more glorious, aud enlarge as well as 
adorn it. a 


. ol 
In his Comment on the Gofpel for St. Peter’s Day (Mair. 16. 
13. tO v.20.) our Author waves the Controverfie about the i 
Power of the Keys, and makes it his Bufinefs to explain the Per- i 
petuity of Chrift?s Church, promis’d in the 18th Verfe: Firit, i 


By fome Obfervations, direéting us to the Parties coucern’d iu 


it; and Secondly, By others that may {tate the Privilege it 
felf. The Refult of his former Obfervations is chis, That the f 
Parties concern’d in this Promife are the Collective Body of 
Chriftians, or the Catholick Church; and that to this it is ; 


promisd, that the Gates of Hill fhall mot prevail agamft it. And 
having fhewn to whom this Promife belongs, he comes next 
to confider what the Promife it felf is; and hecanfe it may 
eafily be determin’d, if what is here meaut by sie Gates of 


aa 
Tale. 


Hell be throughly underftood, he gives us the Senfes in which 
thefe Words have been taken by the beft Interpreters 5 wz. 


Firft, That by the Wo:d Hades here, which we tranflate 
Hell, fome underftand no more than the State or Place of 
Souls departed: Which laterpretation being admitted, by +4c 
Gates of Heil is meant only what the Ancient Poets, and other 
Heathen Writers, intended by that Perspbrafis of this common 
Receptacle of the Dead, compar’d to a Houfe, or itrong Pri- 
fon, and ftil’d likewife in Scripture ( 1 aiah 28. 10.) the Gave 
of the Gave. Or if by Gates we will have Strengil to be 
meant, then it denotes the Power of Death ; and the Impor. 
tance of the Words comes to thus much: “% That altho’ Chi iil 
have not fo vanquifh’d Death, as to fet his Servants 
“ Followers out of a Condition of dying; yer hach not Death 


“ gain’d a final and abfolure Conqueft over them that die im 

“ the Lord, for they fhall certaimly one Day be reicucd: This 

©: wniverfal Devourer of Mankind fhall be tore d to give up his 

“ Prey, and evea the Dead chat believ’d and obey’d this | 
Kkkk 2 * Chrif 
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“ Chrift and Son of God, fhall rife again, and live, and reign 
*‘ with Him in Fulnefs. of Joy for evermore.” And thus she. 
Gates of Hell (hall not prevail againft. the Church ; in regard the 
Members, of which that Body is compos’d, fhall not continue 
dead to all Eternity, but revive a Second time to a better Life, 
and triumph over the laft great. Enemy of Mankind. 1 pive 
this for a Specimen, and muft leave the Reader to fetch the 
ether Senfe he gives us of thefe Words from the Book it felt. 
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The State of Learning. 


Amberti Bos Obfervationes Mifcellanie ad ioca quadan; 

cum novi Federis, tum Exterorum Scriptorum Grecorum, 
Acredit Horatii Vitringa C.F Animadverfionem ad Johannis 
Vorftii Philologiam Sacram Specimen. Franequere, 1707. In 
8vo0. p.2§1. 


Johan. Andree Fifcheri, Med. D. Prof. Pabl. Extraord. ix 
Acad.Hier. & Med. Province Ducalis Ifenac,Confilia Medica con- 
tinuata, &c. Francofurti ad Menum, 1707. In 12°. p. grr. 


Defcription Anatomique des Parties de la Femme, qui fervent 
a la Generation, avec un Traite des Monftres, de leurs caufes, 
de leur Nature, & de leurs differences, & une defcription ana- 
tomique de la difpofition fuprenante de quefques parties ex- 
ternes, & Internes de deux Enfans nez dans la Viile de Gand, 
Capitale de Flandres, le 28 Avril, 1703. A Leide, 17:8. In 
4°. p. 128. pour la defcription des parties de la femme, p. 
366. pour le Traite des Monftres, p. 72. pour la defcription 


*- Anatomique de deux Enfans, oe. 
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